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Maple Class had a lovely time at the Story Museum and 

walking through Oxford. 
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Important Information 

We currently have children in school who have serious nut allergies. 

Please remember that we are a NUT FREE SCHOOL. We can’t allow nuts or 

nut products in school.  

This includes Nutella!  

Please be mindful when you are packing your child’s lunch. Items such as 

pesto, cereal bars or even cake seem an innocent choice, but can contain 

hidden nuts.  

Thank you for helping us to keep St Peter’s a safe place for all everyone. 

JUDO taster morning 

On Friday 3rd November (first Friday back after half term) Jonathan Gerrans from           

Oxfordshire Judo Clubs will be giving KS1 & 2 a Judo taster morning. Oak, Maple & Willow 

will each have half an hour watching some older children do a display and then having a 

go ’on the mat’. Please make sure they have got appropriate clothing to change into so 

they can take part.  If they have a judo suit please bring that, otherwise they will need 

loose, long clothing such as joggers and a long sleeve top. If they need to, they can use 

their PE kit, but it won’t be as easy for them to join in. (On this occasion it doesn’t matter 

what colour the clothes are). Please could Oak come into school 

ready for judo and bring their school uniform with them. Have a 

look at some of the children at the Oxfordshire clubs doing a 

training session: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3121RgFYng 

Flu Vaccinations 

On 2nd October, all parents of children in Reception to year 6 were sent a  ParentMail about Flu  

immunisations, which will be held on Wednesday 1st November (The letter is also at the end of this 

newsletter).  

You will need to give consent if you want your child to receive the vaccination. If you DON’T 

give consent, please submit the form saying that. Then we won’t keep chasing you! 

We still have about 20% of the school who haven’t replied. You won’t be able to submit consent    

after Monday 30th October so please do it as soon as you can! Thank you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3121RgFYng
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Story Museum trip 

Our trip to the story museum was full of fun. The children were read exciting stories, took part in a drama 

class where they flew through different portals into their own imaginary worlds, they explored the differ-

ent galleries allowing them to step into Narnia and the world of Alice in Wonderland and they had a 

beautiful walk around Oxford to learn about three authors. 

Maple Class 
We have had a brilliant start to the school year in Maple Class!  
 

English  

Our English lessons have been full of creative writing. Our book, ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter,’ has en-

gaged all and the children have come up with some brilliant ideas. We have explored the use of imagery 

including similes, metaphors and personification and the children have written some wonderful setting 

descriptions building suspense and anticipation before the final firework competition. 

Inspired by our trip to Oxford, we have written non-chronological reports on famous Oxford authors such 

as Philip, Pullman, C.S. Lewis and Lewis Carroll. The children have impressed us with their ability to retain 

and recall facts.  
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Mandarin 

In Mandarin, we have been learning the numbers, greetings, months and days and have also been    

practising some calligraphy. The children have thrown themselves into our lessons and are thoroughly 

enjoying it.  

Science 

In science, we have explored the topic of light. After            

conducting some exciting experiments, we now know the    

difference between materials (whether they're opaque,     

translucent or transparent) and the effect this has on their 

shadows and also how shadows change in relation to their   

distance to the source of light.   

Maths  

This term, we have been looking at both mental and written methods for addition and subtraction. We 

have been making use of dienes, counters and lots of pictorial representations to support our learning 

and the children have been incredibly creative and resourceful when doing so.  

Our topic has been a study of our local area. We have explored the differences between Cassington and 

our closest city - Oxford. We also had a worrying letter from an alien called Zog who threatened to crush 

parts of Cassington for a new intergalactic supermarket! Thankfully, our letters in response were so con-

vincing we persuaded him not to! After half term, we will be exploring the history of Cassington, Witney 

and Oxford.  

Maple Class 
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Art 

In our first couple of lessons, we used paints to create different tints and shades for an array of colours.  

We then explored everyday items and objects and how we can use tints and shades to bring them to life. 

Maple Class 
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As the SPSA Chair you'll direct the committee’s meetings, making sure everyone’s views are heard and make sure all   

committee members are familiar with the association’s constitution, model policies, and their role and responsibilities as  

a committee member. 

Duties and responsibilities include:  

• Preparing for meetings with the Secretary  

• Setting the ground rules for meetings, making sure they are inclusive and efficient  

• Delegating tasks to other committee members, and check they’re completed  

• Liaising with the school to request a ‘wish list’ for the SPSA committee to use when deciding which projects to fund  

• Making sure the committee fulfils its role in respect of the governance of the association as set out in its constitution – for   

example, holding an AGM and electing new members 

• The SPSA Chair doesn't make decisions alone: all decisions are made by the whole committee 

• Being a signatory on the SPSA bank account (along with at least one other committee member) 

• Making sure the association is GDPR-compliant 

Key qualities and skills 

• Confident and assertive – able to control meetings and call them to order when necessary, making sure everyone has an      

opportunity to speak 

• Able to remain impartial – ensures contributions are brief and that everyone’s views are respected 

• Calm, friendly and approachable – as the main point of contact for the SPSA, the Chair must be inclusive, and welcoming 

• Organised and able to delegate – when organising activities the Chair should make sure the workload is shared  

Despite the above responsibilities, the SPSA Chair will have the support of the growing committee and every member 

plays their part.  

What is the SPSA? 

A charity organisation of parents, teachers and the local community whose job it is to raise funds to support your          

children's education. 

Where do the funds go? 

All funds go back into the school to support the great opportunities your child takes part in.  

Last year the SPSA paid for or subsidized: swimming lessons, Christmas pantos, school trips, Easter eggs and Sports Day 

lollies! 

What's it really like being part of the SPSA? 

Being a part of the SPSA means you get to socialise with other parents, plan, run and attend events and have your say in 

where funds go. You'll have more insight into your child's school experience by being an active part of the community. 

Plus, meetings often involve a fireside evening in the pub! 

Could you be the next SPSA Chairperson? 
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Oak Class - Fairy Tale Day 
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A Message from Mr Jeffries 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we come to the end of this first term, it is a great time to reflect on how hard the  

children have been working and the progress that has been made. Certainly, when I am 

in classes and looking at books, I am always delighted by how far the children have 

come since September. The staff are immensely proud of all the children’s achievements 

both in and outside the classroom, and as always, we thank you all for your support at 

home. 

Hopefully you found your parents’ evening informative and you are pleased with how 

your children’s books are looking and the progress they are making. We always        

welcome open    dialogue between teachers and parents so if you have any questions, 

concerns or want to share something your child is proud of, please do not hesitate to 

speak to staff at the end of the day. 

The celebration assemblies this term have been an absolute delight. Every week I am 

blown away by the comments teachers make about the children. In any one assembly, 

we hear so many examples of the children living out our vision and values - our        

children seem to be wise beyond their years! 

Last week we had our iRock assembly where Whitney came to showcase what a school 

band looks like. New children have signed up as a result of this and there are still more 

spaces  available if you want your child to join after half term. The children really do  

get so much out of it and alongside learning an instrument, it really boosts confidence  

in skills like performing on stage in front of an audience. 

I hope you all have a lovely break, and we look forward to welcoming you back for the       

festivities that next term brings! 

Warmest wishes, 

Jon Jeffries 
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Friendship is a rope that cannot be cut 

—Teddy Metcalf 

 
 

Friendship 

 

Reciprocity 

Your children will recognise these posters from their class.  You may find these useful to use at home and to help 

reinforce what we are doing in school. 

 
 

What lengths would you go to,  

to help a friend? 
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Calendar 

Please see the website for more information - https://www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/diary 

OCTOBER  

Monday 23rd—Friday 27  HALF TERM 

Monday 30th -   INSET DAY 

NOVEMBER 

Wednesday 1st - Flu vaccinations for Reception, KS1 & KS2. Please make sure you have   

    completed the online permission slip. (Details were sent via ParentMail) 

Friday 3rd -  Judo taster for all classes (See below) 

Tuesday 7th -  SPSA meeting  -  8pm in Red Lion 

Wednesday 8th - School photos  -  younger siblings welcome—please let Emily know. 

Thursday 9th -  Year 6 transition day to Bartholomew School 

Thursday 23rd - Colour Stay & Play in Apple Tree Class  -  2-3pm (DATE CHANGE) 

Thursday 23rd - VR Workshops for Oak, Maple & Willow 

Monday 27th -  Big Christmas sing. (Please complete permission form if you were sent one) 

Tuesday 28th -  Apple Tree African drumming workshop 

Wednesday 29th - 8:45am   -   Willow visitor  (DATE CHANGE) 

DECEMBER 

Friday 1st -  Christmas Challenges start! 

Tuesday 5th -  SPSA meeting  -  8pm in Red Lion 

Friday 8th -  Christmas Fayre  -  more info to follow!  

Wednesday 13th - 9:15am - KS1 & 2 Panto trip to Oxford 

Wednesday 13th - 1:15pm - EYFS Panto trip to Oxford 

https://www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/diary


 

12 

A Message From Mr Jeffries 
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A Message From Mr Jeffries 
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Fresh eggs 

For those of you who are new to the school, we have school chickens! 

If you would like some of our delicious eggs, we ask for a  contribution of  

£1 for 4, or £1.50 for 6 

which we put towards the cost of their food and medicine. 

If you would like some, please email me in the office and I’ll pop your name on the waiting 

list, or just call in! 

The hens are starting to lay less as Autumn arrives, so it may take a bit longer than usual until 

we have any for you (but they are worth the wait!) 

Dear Parents and Pupils, 
  
With the October Half Term fast approaching the Excel Tennis Academy 
will again be running a holiday course in Witney from Monday 23rd to 
Friday 27th October. 
  
We have sessions for children aged: 4 - 7 , 8 - 10 and 11 - 16. All children 
are split into groups based on age and ability so that they all get a great experience and have fun whilst 
learning. 
  
Places are limited on our courses so please book early to avoid missing out. 
  
You can book Individual days or Full Weeks Courses 
  
For more information or to book your place please visit our website using this link: 
  
https://www.exceltennisacademy.co.uk/october-half-term-booking 
  
We would also like to offer you a 10% discount on your booking. Please use discount code ’SCHOOL’ on your 
booking form'  
 
We look forward to seeing you on court soon. 

Information 

https://www.exceltennisacademy.co.uk/october-half-term-booking
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A Message From Mr Jeffries 



 

18 



 

19 



 

20 



 

21 



 

22 


