
 

1 

3 Friday 3rd October 2025 

 

Office.3651@st-peters.oxon.sch.uk 

 

01865 880443 
 

www.st-petersoxon.co.uk 



 

2 

Information 

Although the weather has been beauƟful lately, it probably won’t be long unƟl it’s 
cold and wet again!  

We try to get the children out at lunchƟme every day, so unless it’s 
absolutely pouring, they will be going outside. 

Therefore, please  remember to send your child 
to school with a sensible, warm, waterproof coat 

and wellies. 

Weather appropriate clothing 

Christmas Cards  
 

Every year the SPSA (PTA) organise the very special treat that the children can design their 
own Christmas cards, as well as raising money for the school. 

 

You can buy bags, tea towels, wrapping paper, gift tags and much, much more with your 
child’s design on! 

 

What great Christmas gifts!  
 

We ask that the children design their own cards, please see the photos 
with how to decorate. 

 

Please bring your designs back to your class teacher or to the office by  

Monday 13th October 2025. 

Wear Pink to School on Thursday 24th October 

We will be wearing pink to school on Thursday 24th October to  raising money for 
Breast cancer. This is to show support for our lovely Mrs Forest who is currently 

baƩling breast cancer. 
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HOME SCHOOL AGREEMENT 

Your child is bringing home a sheet of paper today, which needs to be signed by them as well as 
parents / carers, and then returned to their class teacher. This is for our Home School          

Agreement, which can be viewed on the website: 

hƩps://www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/home-and-school-agreement/ 

Please take the Ɵme to read through it with your child, so they know what is expected of them. 
Please see the message from Mr Jeffries for more details. 

Information 
Harvest CelebraƟon at St Peter’s Church on Sunday at 3pm 

All children are warmly invited to join in with the singing at the 
Harvest fesƟval celebraƟon at 3pm on Sunday. Duncan says you 
will be singing the song that you have ben pracƟcing in          col-

lecƟve worship.  

If you are able to come, please just turn up (although if you let 
Emily know, she’ll let Duncan know the numbers so he knows 

what  to expect!) 

Dress as British Wildlife Day 
On Tuesday 4th November we are asking everyone to dress up as any sort of British wildlife, and if they 
want, to bring in a small donation to the school’s adopted charity,  Oxfordshire Wildlife Rescue.  

Oxfordshire Wildlife Rescue, is an independent award- winning wildlife rescue charity based in the south of Oxfordshire. 
They specialise in the rescue, care and rehabilitation of sick, injured and orphaned British wildlife. They do this with the 
aim to return their patients back to the wild once fit and healthy enough to fend for themselves. As a small charity, their 
work is funded entirely by the kindness and generosity of donations made by members of the public. Every penny goes 
towards helping more animals. 

Our Pupil leadership group organise events throughout the year to 
raise money for OWR. They will also be doing a small presentation 
during the assembly on Dress as British Wildlife Day about how to 
help Hedgehogs.! Emily in the office volunteers for Oxfordshire   
Wildlife Rescue and has been fostering 2 baby hedgehogs since    
they were 5 days old. 
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Oak Class 
Everyone in Oak Class has made a fabulous start to the new school year. The children have seƩled 
in so well and are eager to learn and discover new things! 

As part of the first week back acƟviƟes, we read the book, The Dot by Peter H.Reynolds. This book 
encourages resilience and a ‘can do aƫtude’. The main character, VashƟ, realizes that she just 
needs to make her mark with a dot. Having received encouragement to have a go and then been 
successful, she then gives encouragement to others which helps them to achieve – a liƩle like the 
‘posiƟve ripples’ that Mr Jeffries encourages us to show.  Following 
on from the story, we did some dot-based acƟviƟes. Using oil pas-
tels, the children produced some wonderful doƩy pictures, based on 

the concentric circles of Wassily Kandinsky. These pictures now adorn the oak cloakroom for all to admire. 
The children were really proud of their results. It just shows what you can do when you make your mark! 

We have all enjoyed our Fairytale topic! We have explored fairytales from different countries, read some 
twisted stories where the villian becomes the hero and created our own characters. We are looking forward 
to our Wow Day at the end of term.  

In CompuƟng, Year 2 have demonstrated how much they have remembered from last year, being able to 
get themselves logged onto the chromebooks successfully. They were then able to use a paint program to 

create doƩy pictures. Some children worked out how to create 
concentric circles and were teaching each other how to do it. 
Year 1 have been excited to start using the chromebooks. They 
have done a superb job at using their login and password for the first Ɵme and are on their 
way to discover more new skills in CompuƟng. 

We have been exploring Design and Technology this term. 
Everyone designed, made and decorated their own hand 
puppets!  

In our Thursday and Friday Maths lessons, we have been 
focusing on shape, first 2D shapes and now moving onto 
3D shapes. Oak children have been impressing us with 

their knowledge and use of mathemaƟcal language to describe the properƟes of shapes. They have also 
been able to apply this knowledge to reasoning and problem solving tasks, such as finding the odd 
shape out and giving reasons for it. The children are discovering that there can someƟme be more than 
one answer and are ready to explain why. 

As part of the transiƟon from Apple Tree, we are sloƫng some opportuniƟes for choosing Ɵme into the 
week. Busy Time, at the end of Friday, is always popular. The children really enjoy having the flexibility 
to choose their own tasks and games to play. Their creaƟvity and imaginaƟon is fantasƟc. It has been 
fabulous to see the children working together, sharing ideas and resources as they learn through play. 
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Apple Tree 
Apple Tree have loved making apple crumble using the apples from the tree in the garden.  They worked hard  to-
gether to peel and cut apples and then mixed buƩer sugar and flour to make a crumble.  We cooked it and ate    it 

at Forest school with some custard.  The children seemed to enjoy eaƟng it!  
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3:10pm  School finishes  

3:10pm - 3:40pm Registration/Snack  

3:40pm - 4:15pm Activities  

4:15pm - 5:05pm Activities  

5:05pm - 5:15pm Tidy up  

5:15pm  After School Club finishes 

After School Club 
 

After School Club contact details - 

ASC@st-peters.oxon.sch.uk 

07396 801472 
 

Although we aim to stick to this timetable as much as  
possible, there may be occasions where we need to      

substitute activities.  
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A Message from Mr Jeffries 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Today, we have relaunched our Home and School Agreement with the children. Class teachers have carefully 

explained the shared commitment between children, school, and families, to enable us to have a happy and 

safe place to learn. Please visit our website and look under the 'Key InformaƟon' secƟon to find the Home 

and School Agreement to discuss with your child, then return the signed slip. As an added incenƟve, the first 

team in each class to submit their signed agreements will be rewarded with addiƟonal team points.  We have 

added a new secƟon ‘Online InteracƟons’ so even if you are very familiar with the document, please read 

this. 

Last week, Maple class had a trip to the Oxford Story Museum which provided the children with an             

immersive learning experience that built upon the learning in class. The children had a mixture of acƟviƟes 

inside the museum and around Oxford City Centre itself.  Thank you for your support with voluntary           

donaƟons which, alongside SPSA contribuƟons, make these trips possible. 

I am parƟcularly excited to announce the installaƟon of our new bird hide, which will significantly enhance 

our forest school sessions and forest tots sessions. We are planning for each class to uƟlise this resource 

throughout the academic year, providing our children with opportuniƟes to connect with nature in our   

wonderful school grounds. 

As adverƟsed elsewhere in the newsleƩer, we are hosƟng a parent workshop on mental health on       

Wednesday, 8th October from 8:45-10am. All parents are warmly invited to aƩend. 

AddiƟonally, our Harvest       

FesƟval donaƟons are due by 

Tuesday, 7th October. We will 

be delivering the collected food 

to the church, and it would be 

fantasƟc for the school        

community to make a             

significant contribuƟons         

towards this. 

With warmest wishes, 

Jon Jeffries 

ExecuƟve Headteacher 
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Calendar 

HARVEST CELEBRATION AT ST PETER’S CHURCH 

Sunday 5th October at 3pm 

followed by afternoon tea 

For all ages – everyone welcome 

Contributions of non-perishable items will be gratefully received for local Food Banks. A list of 
items can be found on the North Oxford Food Bank web site. 

Financial donations can also be made directly to:  

North Oxfordshire Food Bank 

https://www.givefood.org.uk/needs/at/north-oxfordshire/ 

Please see the website for more information - https://www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/diary 

OCTOBER 2025 

Sunday 5th -  Harvest celebration in Church  -  3pm  -  followed by afternoon tea 

Tuesday 7th -  SPSA  AGM  -  7:30pm in the Red Lion Cassington  -  all welcome. 

Wednesday 8th- MHST Parent Workshop Part 1  -  8:45—10am  -  everyone welcome! 

Monday 13th -  Flu immunisations for Reception to yr 6 

Wednesday 15th - MHST Parent Workshop Part 2  -  8:45—10am  -  everyone welcome! 

Week beginning Monday 20th—Parents Evenings 

Thursday 24th - Wear Pink to school - raising money for breast cancer research & support 

Friday 24th -  Stay & Play in Apple Tree for children under 4 yo. 2-3pm 

Friday 24th -  Hot Chocolate by SPSA! More details to follow! 

Monday 27th — Friday 31st    HALF TERM  

NOVEMBER 2025 

Monday 3rd -  INSET DAY (School closed) 

Tuesday 4th -  Dress up as British Wildlife day! Raising money for OWR 

Wednesday 5th - Willow Class Fire & Road Safety talk 

Tuesday 4th -  SPSA meeting  

Monday 10th -  Odd socks day. Raising money for anti-bullying alliance 

Tuesday 11th -    School photos  -  9am (Younger siblings welcome—please see Emily) 

Monday 17th -  Boccia Tournament (more details to follow) 

Friday 21st -  Stay & Play in Apple Tree for children under 4 yo. 2-3pm 
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Awards of the Week 
Awards of the Week  

If your child has an award below, you are invited to join us for our                        
CelebraƟon  Assembly next Friday at 8:45am in the school hall: 

Class Values Award  —  FRIENDSHIP ‘R’ Award  —  RECIPROCITY 

 
 

Isla Boardman 

 

Rory Walker 

 
 

Libby Baxter 

 

Zaheer Chudry 

 
 

Teddy Prior 

 

Molly Rees-Horsley 

 
 

Julia Dixon 

 

 

Finley Britton 

 
 

Elizabeth Simpson 

If your child is away for any reason and not able to collect their award, we will  
present it to them the following week. 

Apple 

Oak 

Maple 

Willow 

Headteacher’s  
Vision Award 



 

10 



 

11 

CHANGE OF DATES 

Unfortunately Olivia is unable to run the sessions on the original dates. 
Please see the new dates below. 

Please join us for a Mental Health Support Team (MHST) Parent Workshop -            
Introducing ‘Helping Your Child with Fears and Worries’: Empowering parents to    
manage and understand their child’s anxiety. Part 1 & 2 at St Peter’s on the following 
dates: 

· Part 1: Wednesday 8th October 8:45-10am 

· Part 2: Wednesday 15th October 8:45-10am 

We are pleased to invite you to two workshops which will take place at school. The   
90-minute workshops will focus on our parent-guided support for children               
experiencing anxiety difficulties. 

The workshop Helping Your Child with Fears and Worries is based on the book by 
Cathy Creswell and Lucy Willetts. This program addresses the origins of anxiety, signs 
and symptoms, how it is maintained, and effective strategies to reduce reassurance-
seeking behaviours while fostering independence. The book is available for purchase 
(though not required for the workshop), as well as for borrowing from the library, on 
Audible, or some schools that may have copies for lending. This is a parent-only    
workshop. Part 1 will focus on theory and understanding anxiety in children, and part  
2 will follow on by introducing practical strategies and signposting support. 

There will be opportunity at the end of the workshop to speak to Olivia and/or her   
colleague if you have any questions. 

If you are unable to come to the workshops but would like information on what is   
covered from the Mental Health support team, please do get in touch with Mrs Glass. 

We look forward to seeing you at the workshops. 

Mrs Glass 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

As a school we are hoping to support again the Blythswood Shoebox Appeal. This is 
the opportunity to pack a shoebox with some small giŌs for Christmas, for people 
who have so liƩle. The shoeboxes will be distributed across countries in Eastern      
Europe. Each child in school has been given a leaflet explaining how the shoebox    
appeal works and what to do if you, as a family, would like to be involved. In the 
leaflet, there is a list of some suggested items to include in the shoebox. 

If this is something that you are interested in taking part in, then do please fill your 
shoeboxes at home, following the instrucƟons on the leaflet or on the Blythswood 
Shoebox Appeal website. (There are some restricted items which cannot be included 
in the boxes.) 

Filled shoeboxes can be 
brought into school anyƟme 
up unƟl the last Friday of this 
half term, Friday 24th October. 

Shoeboxes will be collected in 
classes and then transferred 
to the office. Joanna Seidel 
will be collecƟng them from 
the office and taking them to 
the local collecƟon point. 

Do look out for the leaflet 
which your child will be    
bringing home today and also 
check the newsleƩer too. If 
you have any further ques-
Ɵons then do ask Joanna or 
myself. 

With best wishes, 

Mrs Carter 

Oak Class Teacher (Thurs & 
Fri) 

Shoe Box Appeal 
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Friends are like flowers. Nurture them and they’ll 
strengthen and grow.  Ivy Paulin 

 
 

Friendship  

 
 

Reciprocity 
 
 

Your children will recognise these posters from their class.  You may find these useful to use at home and to 
help reinforce what we are doing in school. 

Apple Maple / Willow Oak 
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