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Topic: The Chinese Pronunciation System 
 

  X-Curricular Essential Resources 

Week 15-16 Learn the rule for creating numbers from 11-19 in the context 
of the 12 Zodiac Animals. 
 
Pupils learn about the Chinese Zodiac story and why the cat 
and dog don’t get along.  
 

Teach the word 年 meaning “year” to say the year of different 

animals and also to review the numbers. 
 
Learn the idea of ‘pinyin linkwords’ by drawing on creative 
methods of learning through Chineasy while learning the 
zodiac animals. They should already know ‘horse’ and ‘tiger’ 
from ’mama huhu’ (meaning ‘so-so’). Make students aware of 

pronunciation of 蛇 (shé) as opposed to 十 (shí). 

Oral accuracy. 
Phonics. 
Music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pinyin linkwords guide. 
 
Jinbu 2, pg. 10, Listening 1 (to practice years) 
 
Video: Chineasy Zodiac Animal Story. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S8jWni7zXeo&t=6s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 17 Learn what pinyin is and why it is essential for learning to 
speak Chinese. 
 
Know what an initial and final is. 
 
Introduce the ‘pinyin cheat sheet’ and show students how to 
use it by using the sheet to work out the sounds of: 
 
The cheeky three: “j, q, x” (do these first) 
 
And the slippery seven: 
 
“zh, ch, sh, r, z, c, s” (do these second) 

Oral accuracy. 
Phonics. 
Music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bpmf song (first half):  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EReU1BKtAXo  
 
Pinyin cheat sheet handout – make sure they are stuck in 
the inside back cover of their exercise books so they can be 
accessed by students quickly and easily. 
 
Show example of interactive pinyin poster. Place poster on 
classroom wall for it to remain permanently for reference. 
Ensure the poster is easily visible for all students. 
 
 
 

Week 18 Learn the simple vowels a, o, e, i, u, ü. 
 
Learn the concept of how the simple vowels combine together 
to make compound vowels. 
 
Use the cheat sheet to learn and practice the Chinese 
compound vowels. 

Oral accuracy. 
Phonics. 
 
 
 
 
 

Bpmf song (second half):  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EReU1BKtAXo  
 
Compound vowels connect 4. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S8jWni7zXeo&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EReU1BKtAXo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EReU1BKtAXo
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Language Mastery Expectations 
 
Speaking: Be able to say vocabulary and sentences from memory intelligibly 
Listening: Be able to hear and understand vocabulary and sentences from memory 
Reading: Be able to read Chinese characters from memory 
Writing: Be able to write Chinese Characters from memory 
 
YCT 1-2 Vocabulary: language highlighted in grey is the core vocabulary listed in the YCT 1-2 syllabus. 
 
*English Equivalent: this serves as a guide to teachers (and possibly students) of how the Chinese pinyin sounds/letters are pronounced. 
 

Week Speaking Listening Reading Writing 

15-16 Chinese Pinyin English  

狗 gǒu dog 

猫 māo Cat 

年 nián Year 

二零二

一年 

èr líng 
èr yī 
nián 

The Year 
2021 

animal+ Anim The Year 

Chinese Pinyin English  

狗 gǒu dog 

猫 māo cat 

蛇 shé snake 

鼠 shǔ rat/mouse 

马 mǎ horse 

虎 hǔ tiger 

龙 long dragon 

  

Week 19-20 Learn what the Chinese tones are and why they are essential 
for learning to speak Chinese. 
 
Apply the prompts for saying the Chinese tones correctly  
1-singing  
2-what? 
3-really?  
4-no! 

Oral accuracy. 
Music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tone prompt posters/handouts - make sure they are stuck 
on the last page of their exercise books so they can be 
accessed by students quickly and easily. Place posters on 
classroom wall for it to remain permanently for reference. 
Ensure the poster is easily visible for all students. 
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年 a + 
nián 

of the 
(+animal) 

 All students should be able to 
count up to 19 in Chinese. 

牛 niú cow/ox 

羊 yáng sheep 

鸡 jī chicken 

猪 zhū pig 

兔 tù rabbit 

猴 hóu monkey 

年 nián Year 

二零二

一年 

èr líng 
èr yī 
nián 

The Year 
2021 

animal+

年 

Anim
a + 
nián 

The Year 
of the 
(+animal) 

All students should be able to 
understand all numbers up to 19 in 
Chinese when they hear them. 

17 Chinese Pinyin *English 
Equivalent 

播 b bear 

泼 P pan 

摸 m man 

佛 f fan 

得 d dare 

特 t tan 

讷 l nice 

勒 n land 

鸽 g get 

蝌 k king 

Chinese Pinyin *English 
Equivalent 

播 b bear 

泼 P pan 

摸 m man 

佛 f fan 

得 d dare 

特 t tan 

讷 l nice 

勒 n land 

鸽 g get 

蝌 k king 

N/A N/A 
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喝 h help 

鸡 j jeep 

气 q cheese 

西 x sheep 

织 zh george 

吃 ch churn 

狮 sh sure (in an 
American 
accent) 

日 r great 

字 z dogs 

刺 c cats 

丝 s snakes 

医 y evening 

屋 w want 
 

喝 h help 

鸡 j jeep 

气 q cheese 

西 x sheep 

织 zh george 

吃 ch churn 

狮 sh sure (in an 
American 
accent) 

日 r great 

字 z dogs 

刺 c cats 

丝 s snakes 

医 y evening 

屋 w want 
 

18 Chinese Pinyin *English 
Equivalent 

矮 ai my 

袄 ao sprout 

诶 ei day 

邮 iu yo 

围 ui way 

鸥 ou boat 

我 uo/wo war 

蛙 ua/wa quack 

外 uai/wai why 

碗 uan/wan Ewan 

王 uang/wang wong 

Chinese Pinyin *English 
Equivalent 

矮 ai my 

袄 ao sprout 

诶 ei day 

邮 iu yo 

围 ui way 

鸥 ou boat 

我 uo/wo war 

蛙 ua/wa quack 

外 uai/wai why 

碗 uan/wan Ewan 

王 uang/wang wong 

N/A  
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一 i/yi evening 

鸭 ia/ya yah 

羊 iang/yang yinyang 

爷 ie/ye yes 

泳 Iong/yong yong 

鱼 ü/yu menu 

月 yue 
(+jue/que/xue/nue/lue) 

menu-air 

云 yun (+jun/qun/xun) onion 
 

一 i/yi evening 

鸭 ia/ya yah 

羊 iang/yang yinyang 

爷 ie/ye yes 

泳 Iong/yong yong 

鱼 ü/yu menu 

月 yue 
(+jue/que/xue/nue/lue) 

menu-air 

云 yun (+jun/qun/xun) onion 
 

19-20  Chinese Pinyin English 

一声 yì shēng First 
tone 

二声 èr 
shēng 

Second 
tone 

三声 sān 
shēng 

Third 
tone 

四声 sì shēng Fourth 
tone 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


