
Art and Design Technology Topic overview (KS1 and KS2 Kapow Art)  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2  

Apple Tree  
Cycle A 

Topic: Superheroes 
 

N - Enjoys mark making 
and makes purposeful 
marks on paper.  

 
N- Developing manipulation 
and control - moulding 

playdough, using a 
paintbrush, making marks 
on paper.  

 
N - Explores paint using 

fingers as well as brushes 
and other tools.  
 

N - Explores sticking using 
various materials and glue.  
 

N - Makes simple models 
using various 
construction materials 

 
R – Use one-handed tools 
and equipment including 

lots of practise to use 
scissors correctly. 
 

R - Begins/ continues 
drawing club journey. Use 
pencil in tripod grip with 

increasing control to daw 
recognisable pictures 
 

R - Learn basic skills in 
sticking (collage) and basic 
skills in colour mixing 

(painting)  

 
Life skills – includes 
some skills around food 
preparation e.g. peeling, 

chopping, spreading 
butter. 
 

Clever hands and dough 
disco to strengthen hand 
muscles and 

development for fine 
motor skills and pencil 
grip/control. 

Topic: Celebrations 
 

N - Uses scissors in one 
hand, making snips in 
paper with scissors.  

 
N - Holds pencils and pens 
in fingers when making 

marks. 
 
N- Enjoys drawing freely, 

making some recognisable 
shapes and pictures. 
 

R - Uses pens and pencils 
with increasing control 
when drawing. Consistently 

uses a tripod grip. 
 
R - Use scissors to cut 

along curved lines, holding 
scissors correctly.  
 

R - Is able to mould and 
shape clay with fingers and 
tools. 

 
R - Continues their Drawing 
Club adventures, using the 

pencil with increasing 
control to add more detail 
and complexity into their 

masterpieces. 
 
Artist of the term –Practises 

the printing technique, 
exploring the work of artist 
Nat Morley - layering 

colours, printing and then 
printing on top.  

 
Life skills – includes 
some skills around food 

preparation e.g. peeling, 
chopping, spreading 
butter. 

 
Clever hands and dough 

disco to strengthen hand 
muscles and 
development for fine 

Topic: Explorers 
 

N - Uses a tripod grip with 
increasing consistency, as 
they use various pens and 

pencils. 
 
N - Continues practising 

using scissors in one hand 
(thumb on top!) 

 
N - Introduction to Drawing 
Club where they are 
encouraged to enjoy 
making marks intentionally. 

 
N - Opportunities to use 
various materials and glue 

to practise collaging.   
 
R - Is able to use scissors 

with control to cut with 
increasing accuracy to cut 
around more complex 

shapes.  
 
R - Uses pens and pencils 

with increasing control and 
skill to write and draw. 
 

R - Uses the collage 
technique, combining 
materials to create different 

effects/colours/textures.  
 
R - Is beginning to plan a 

design before starting.  
 
R - Uses a range of tools 

and equipment and selects 
the most appropriate tool or 
joining material for the job. 

 
R - Continues their Drawing 
Club adventures, using the 

pencil with increasing 
control to add more detail 
and complexity into their 

masterpieces. 
 
Artist of the term -  

Topic: Old MacDonald 
 

N - Explores colour and 
colour mixing and enjoys 
painting.  

 
N - Continued to be invited 
to Drawing Club. Draws 

with increasing detail, such 
as representing a face with 
a circle and including 

details. 
 
N - Uses a tripod grip, 

further developing control 
when holding pens and 
pencils. 

 
R - Uses pens and pencils 
effectively to write and 

draw. 
 
R - Is beginning to plan a 

design before starting.  
 
R - Continues their Drawing 

Club adventures, using the 
pencil with increasing 
control to add more detail 

and complexity into their 
masterpieces. 
 

Artist of the term- Develops 
skills in painting, knowing 
how to use and clean their 

brush. Learn how to mix 
various colours. Selects the 
colours they need 

thoughtfully. Finds out 
about artist Carol Gillan 
(friendly and humorous 

animal and pet paintings) 
and talks about her 
paintings.  

 
Life skills – includes 
some skills around food 

preparation e.g. peeling, 
chopping, spreading 
butter. 

 

Topic: Once upon a time 
 

N - Continues practising 
holding a pencil in a tripod 
grasp, which is now much 

more comfortable.  
 
N - Uses one-handed tools, 

such as playdough rollers, 
paint brushes and scissors. 
 

N - Continues to be invited 
to Drawing Club. 
 

N - Takes part in guided 
drawing with an adult, 
adding more details into 

their pictures.   
 
R - Use a range of small 

tools with skill, including 
scissors.  
 

R - Draw and write with 
accuracy and care. 
 

R - Continues their Drawing 
Club adventures, using the 
pencil with increasing 

control to add more detail 
and complexity into their 
masterpieces. 

 
Artist of the term - Find out 

about artist Korky Paul, a 
children’s illustrator who 
now lives in Oxford. Have a 

go at doing some guided 
drawing sessions together, 
developing skills in 

drawing.  

 
Life skills – includes 
some skills around food 
preparation e.g. peeling, 

chopping, spreading 
butter. 

 
Clever hands and dough 
disco to strengthen hand 

muscles and 

Topic: Under the sea 
 

N - Holds pencil in a 
comfortable tripod grasp 
and uses one-handed tools, 

such as playdough rollers, 
paint brushes and scissors.  
 

N - Can use scissors to cut, 
holding scissors in one 
hand with their thumb on 

top! 
 
N - Continues to be invited 

to Drawing Club. Draws 
with increasing detail and 
uses drawing to represent 

ideas like movement, loud 
noises or emotions.  
 

N - Explores colour and 
colour mixing. 
 

R - Use a range of small 
tools with skill, including 
scissors.  

 
R - Draw and write with 
accuracy and care.  

 
R - Continues their Drawing 
Club adventures, using the 

pencil with increasing 
control to add more detail 
and complexity into their 

masterpieces. 
 
R - Share their creations, 

explaining the process 
they have used. 
 

Artist of the term - Safely 
use tools to join a variety of 
materials 3D sculptures 

(junk modelling) 
Artist - TC Trash Art 
(could also look at Robert 

Bradford) 
 
Clever hands and dough 

disco to strengthen hand 
muscles and 



motor skills and pencil 
grip/control. 

Finds out about the artist 
Henry Matisse and cut out 

shapes to create collage 
artwork. 
 

Life skills – includes 
some skills around food 
preparation e.g. peeling, 

chopping, spreading 
butter. 
 

Clever hands and dough 
disco to strengthen hand 
muscles and 

development for fine 
motor skills and pencil 
grip/control. 

 
N and R – take part in 
Chinese banquet 

 
N and R – create large 
construction vehicles 

with friends outside. 

Clever hands and dough 
disco to strengthen hand 

muscles and 
development for fine 
motor skills and pencil 

grip/control. 

development for fine 
motor skills and pencil 

grip/control. 

development for fine 
motor skills and pencil 

grip/control. 
 
 

N and R – Bake 
something to share with 
the residents of 

Churchfields. 
 
Life skills – includes 

some skills around food 
preparation e.g. peeling, 
chopping, spreading 

butter. 

Apple Tree  
Cycle B  

Topic: Colourful 
 

N and R – Bake 
something to share with 
families and friends 

 
Artist of the term - Explore 
colour through mixing 

paints. Find out about artist 
Norman Adams and his 
paintings of rainbows.  

 

Topic: Marvellous me 
 

Artist of the term - Practise 
skills in collage and junk 
modelling. Explore how 

German artist Hannah 
Hoch uses collage 
(photomontage) to create 

pictures of people. 

 

Topic: brilliant bears 
 

N and R – host a teddy 
bears picnic and help to 
prepare it by making 

sandwiches and cutting 
fruit and veg 
 

Artist of the term – Focus 
on printing skills. Explore 
the work of William Morris 

and his printing technique. 
 

Topic: Our wonderful world 
(Amazing animals) 

 
Artist of the term - Explore 
3D sculpture through clay 

and junk modelling. Look at 
Swedish artist Lisa Larson 
and her ceramics work. 

 

Topic: Terrific tales (Julia 
Donaldson) 

 
Artist of the term - Find out 
about illustrator Axel 

Scheffler, looking at his 
drawings in books such as 
The Gruffalo. Have a go at 

doing some guided drawing 
sessions together, 
developing skills in 

drawing.  

 

Topic: The very hungry 
caterpillar (and friends) 

 
Topic: N and R – create a 
bug house for insects in 

the garden/Forest school 
 
Artist of the term - Explore 

the work of artist Eric Carle 
- particularly his collage 
work of The Hungry 

Caterpillar. Practise our 
collage and layering skills.    

Oak  
Cycle A 

DT  
Textiles 

puppets 
 
 

Art 
Sculpture and 3D 
Clay houses  
  

Art 
Craft & Design 
Map It Out 

Art 
Craft & Design 
Woven Wonders 

DT:  
Structures  
Castles 
 
 

DT 
Mechanisms 

Fairground wheel 

Oak  
Cycle B 

DT 
Great Fire of 
London 
 
 
 
 

DT 
Antarctica 

Art 
Drawing 
Make your mark: 

Art 
Drawing 
Tell a Story  

Art 
Painting and mixed 
media-  

DT  
Cooking & 
Nutrition 
Balanced Diet 
Making wraps 

Maple  Art DT Art DT Art DT 



Cycle A Drawing - Y3: 
Growing artists, 
local art 
Artist: Paul 
Cezanne 
Charles Darwin 

Structures: 
Constructing a 
pavilion /Anglo 
saxon house. 
 

Sculpture - Y4:  
mega materials: 
mosiac pattern. 
Artist: Barbara 
Hepworth, Georgia 
O'Keeffe, Sokari 
Douglas Camp 

Electrical 
systems: Electric 

poster - The 
Romans. 

Drawing - Y4: 
power prints, 
extreme earth. 
Artists: Georges 
Seurat,Fernando 
Botero, Alberto 
Giacometti 

Digital world: 
Wearable 
technology. 
 
Weather alerts.   

Maple  
Cycle B 
 

Art 
Painting and mixed 
media- Y3:  
prehistoric painting 
Prehistoric artists 

DT 
Cooking and 
nutrition-  

eating seasonally.  
 

Art 
Craft and design - 
Y3: Ancient 
Egyptian scrolls.  

DT 
Textiles- 
Egyptian collars 

Art 
Craft and design - 
Y4: fabric of nature.  
Artists: William 
Morris, Megan 
Carter  

DT 
Mechanical 
systems: 

Pneumatic toys 

Willow  
Cycle A 

DT  
Electrical system: 

Doodlers 
 
 
 

Art 
Drawing –  
I need space  

Art 
Painting and mixed 
media – Portraits 

Art 
Drawing – Make my 
voice heard 

DT  
Digital world: 

Monitoring devices 

DT  
Cooking and 
nutrition: 
Developing a recipe 
and come dine with 
me 

Willow 
Cycle B  

DT  
Textiles:  

Stuffed toys and 
waistcoats/ 
 
 
 
 

Art 
Sculpture and 3D –  
Interactive 
installation 
Greek vases  

DT 
Mechanical 
systems:  

Gears and pulleys - 
Making Greek pull-
a-long toys 
AND link to local 
artist Tim Steward, 
Lyra’s Oxford, 
charcoal etc Oxford 
buildings (Milestone 
moments) 

Art 
Sculpture and 3D –  
Making memories 
 
 

Art 
Craft and design – 
Photo opportunity 

DT  
Structures:  

Building bridges 

 

 

 

 

Kapow art is divided into the following: 

 Drawing 



 Painting and mixed media 

 Sculpture 

 Craft and design 

 


