	Our next topic is…
Marvellous me
This topic is all about celebrating each child’s uniqueness as we talk about our likes and preferences, what we are good at, what we look like, who’s in our families, where we live and how to keep our bodies healthy. It will lead us nicely into Winter and exploring seasonal changes, the Christmas Story and celebrations towards the end of this term. 

	Milestone 
Each topic includes a “Milestone Moment” that the children will experience, linked to our school values. This term they are…
Dignity: Celebrate our and others worth and uniqueness by creating an art exhibition of our self-portraits etc and inviting others in to view. 
 Peace: Visit St Peter’s Church

	These Prime Areas (below) are fundamental to all we do. They will continue to be a priority each day through structured and incidental interactions. Please can you help us at home by helping your child learn how to put on their own shoes, socks and coats!

	Communication and Language 
1. Listening, attention and Understanding, 2. Speaking
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
3. Self-regulation, 4. Managing self, 5. Building relationships
	Physical Development 
6. Gross Motor skills, 7. Fine motor skills

	Literacy 
8. Comprehension
9. Word reading
10. Writing
 Our key texts will include… 
You choose
Paper dolls
My Dad is brilliant
My mum is fantastic
Me on the map
A very noisy Christmas
Lion nativity

As well as lots of opportunities for exploring and discussing texts children will also take part in daily phonics sessions.  This will include reading and word writing for Reception.

As we enter the festive season it will provide lots of opportunities for mark making and writing as we will have our Christmas post box in class, which we are sure the children will love to fill with lots of letters and cards!


	Mathematics
11. Number
12. Numerical patterns
Nursery children will be practising how to count to 10 and will be practising counting objects to 10, ensuring careful counting of one object for each number.  They will also learn the cardinal principle - knowing the last number they count tells them how many are in the group! They will then move onto comparing groups, in relation to size and amounts.

 Reception children will be extending their subitising knowledge to 5 and will explore a little deeper into numbers 1-5. Recognising them, ordering them and writing them as well as talking about how they are made. They will practise their counting skills to 10 and then move onto talking about 2D shapes and talking about their properties.
	Understanding the World
13. Past and Present
14. People, Culture and Communities
15. The Natural World
We will be learning about ourselves and each other, looking at our characteristics, skills and our likes and dislikes., developing positive attitudes about the differences between people. We will think about our families and who is in our family, including pets and thinking about what makes us unique.

We will look at ourselves and family members at different stages of life and think about the differences in these stages e.g. baby – toddler – child – adult. This will give them lots of opportunity to talk about past events!

We will then explore maps and learn about information gathered from maps.  They will have a look at maps, have a go using them and try to place themselves on the map, whether that is in a room at home, a house on the street or our country in the world.

We will be discussing the celebrations of Christmas and Advent and talk about how they are celebrated by different families.
	Expressive arts and design 
16. Creating with materials
17. Being imaginative and expressive
We will have lots of opportunities to develop their cutting, collage and junk modelling skills this term.

We will look at German artist Hannah Hoch uses collage (photomontage) to create pictures of people.


We will also 

We will be developing our drawing skills and imaginations through drawing club.

As always, we will be singing lots, especially as we move on to practising our Christmas performance songs!!  Our performance will also give us the opportunity to perform in front of an audience and add some extra imaginative play. 

As we head into the Festive season it also provides lots of opportunity for crafts and creativity   

We’ve attached some of our topical songs on the next page…

	Key Vocabulary
Unique, special, different, growing, changing, healthy, body parts, skill/talent, map, dentist, decay, Christian, Jesus, celebrate
, body, pets, family, teeth, toothbrush, perform, birthday, performance, pantomime, Grip, tool, hold, cut, colour, stick, layer, create, creative, ideas, shape


	Memos
· PE will be each Monday afternoon. Please send children in their PE kits, they can wear these all day on a Monday.
· Nature discovery/Forest School will be each Thursday afternoon (please send Forest School waterproofs/clothes in a bag and we will help children to change for their session at lunchtime)
· Please ensure your child has a warm coat, and a hat and gloves in school for those colder days.  You are welcome to leave a hat and gloves at school in the box, if you prefer.
· You are invited to join us at our Christmas performance on Wednesday 18th December at 2pm in the School hall. 
· Apple Tree will be going to the pantomime ‘Hurry up Father Christmas’ at the Burton Taylor Studio in Oxford on Tues 17th December in the morning. 
·  Please help us spread the word about our Stay and Play sessions, open to those with children 0-4years, by inviting any neighbours, family or friends with children in this age group. £3 per family. Our next sessions are on Friday 22nd November and Friday 13th December 2-3pm
· Odd sock day for anti-bullying week – Tuesday 12th November 2024
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Christmas Lights Song

(Sing to the tune of "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star')

Twinkle, twinkle, Christmas lights,
On the tree and shining bright.
Lots of colours can be seen,
Red and yellow, blue and green.
Twinkle, twinkle, Christmas lights,
On the tree and shining bright.

Christmas lights of gold and white,
See them shining through the night.

Christmas lights are all around,

Lots of colours to be found.

Christmas lights of gold and white,
See them shining through the night.
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On a Cold and Frosty Morning

(Sing to the tune of ‘Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush')

This is the way we wrap up warm,
Wrap up warm, wrap up warm.
This is the way we wrap up warm,
On a cold and frosty morning.

First we put on a nice warm coat,

Nice warm coat, nice warm coat.

First we put on a nice warm coat,
On a cold and frosty morning.

Then we put on a nice long scarf,

A nice long scarf, a nice long scarf.

Then we put on a nice long scarf,
0On a cold and frosty morning.

Next we put on a woolly hat,
A woolly hat, a woolly hat,

Next we put on a woolly hat,
On a cold and frosty morning.

Then we put on our soft warm gloves,
Soft warm gloves, soft warm gloves.
Then we put on our soft warm gloves,
0On a cold and frosty morning.
Now we can go outside to play,
Outside to play, outside to play.
Now we can go outside to play,

On a cold and frosty morning.
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We Use©ur Hands/to
Drawand Play

ng to the tune of

he Wheels on the Bus

We use our ears to listen well,
Listen well,
Listen well.

We use our ears to listen well,
All day long!

We use our mouths to speak and smile,
Speak and smile,
Speak and smile.
We use our mouths to speak and smile,
All day long!

We use our voice to sing a song,
Sing a song,
Sing a song.

We use our voice to sing a song,
All day long!
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Here We Go Round the
Christmas Tree Song

(Sing to the tune of Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush’)

Here we go round the Christmas tree,

The Christmas tree, the Christmas tree

Here we go round the Christmas tree,
To add some decorations!

First we put on some round baubles,
Some round baubles, some round baubles.
First we put on some round baubles,
To make our tree so pretty!

Now we can put some tinsel on,

Some tinsel on, some tinsel on.

Now we can put some tinsel on,
To make our tree so pretty!

Now we can add some fairy lights,

Some fairy lights, some fairy lights.

Now we can add some fairy lights,
To make our tree so pretty!

Then we can put a star on top,
A star on top, a star on top.
Then we can put a star on top,
To make our tree so pretty!

Here we go round the Christmas tree,
The Christmas tree, the Christmas tree.
Here we go round the Christmas tree,
Doesn't it look pretty!
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Christmas pudding,
Christmas pudding,

Steaming hot,
steaming hot,

Sprinkle on the sugar,
sprinkle on the sugar,

Eat it up,

eat it up.
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Twinkle, Twinkle, Christmas Star

(Sing o the tune of Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star'.)

Twinkle. twinkle. Christmas star.
How [ wonder what you are.
UF upon the tree at mghn’,
Like a diamond shmmg bngh?.

Twinkle. twinkle. Christmas  star.

How [ wonder what you are.
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(Sing to the tune

We use our hands to draw and play,
Draw and play,
Draw and play.
We use our hands to draw and play,
All day long!

We use our legs to walk and run,
Walk and run,
Walk and run.

We use our legs to walk and run,
All day long!

We use our eyes to look around,
Look around,
Look around.

We use our eyes to look around,
All day long!

@) We use our feet to kick a ball,
Kick a ball,
Kick a ball.

We use our feet to kick a ball,
All day long!
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My Bedy Seng

(Sing to the tune of ‘Frére Jacques'/‘Are You Sleeping?’)

Hands and fingers, hands and fingers,
Feet and toes, feet and toes, ‘
Head upon my shoulders, head upon my
shoulders,
Pointy nose, pointy nose! ‘
Q Eyes and ears, eyes and ears,

Smiley mouth, smiley mouth,

Teeth inside for eating, teeth inside
for eating,

I can shout, I can shout!

Arms and legs, arms and legs,
Bumpy knees, bumpy knees,
And my bendy elbows, and my
bendy elbows,
My body, my bady!A
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Lots of People in My Family

(Sing to the tune of ‘Baa, Baa Black Sheep’)

Lots of people,
In my family,
Special people, dear to me.
Some who are near me,
Some far away.
There are special people that I love every day.
Lots of people,

In my family,

Special people, dear to me.
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Everyone)isSpecial Song

(Sing to the tune of ‘Frére Jacques'/'Are You Sleeping?’)

I am happy, I am happy,
To be me, to be me.
Everyone is special, everyone is special,

We're unique, we're unique.
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Draw @ Portrait

(Sing to the tune of

rére Jacques'/'Are You Sleeping’

o
AN

Looking in the mirror, looking in the mirror,

Draw a portrait, draw a portrait,
0Of my face, of my face.

I'see me! I see me!

Draw my eyes, draw my eyes,
Ears and nose, ears and nose.
Don't forget a smile, don't forget a smile,
Can you see, it looks like me!

2
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Birth of Jesus
Nativity Finger Rhyme

(Teach this as a spoken word rhyme, or choose your own tune,)

This is Joseph and this is Mary.
(‘Walk’ with fingers)
See how they look so very weary,
(Hang head)
Knock, knock, knock at the innkeeper’s door.
(Knock in the air)
He shakes his head, no room for more.
(Shake head)
Go to the stable where the animals stay,
(Point off)
You will find a place to sleep in the hay.
(Rest head in hands)
Quietly come to the manger and see,
(Fingers in front of mouth)
The Baby Jesus, God sent for you and me.
(Cradle with arms)

P




