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Oak Class         

enjoyed making 

(and eating)      

Challah Bread to 

celebrate  Rosh 

Hashanah. 
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Information 

Competition!   

Go here for more details  -  http://www.wisegal.com/news/144-draw-a-dog-draw-a-dog-

a-competition-for-children-in/ 

Class Representative 

We will be introducing pupil class representatives 

as a way of better enabling us to hear the voice of 

children in the school. The class reps will be       

someone who children can share their ideas, 

thoughts and concerns with, who can then relay 

these to the teacher. In assembly this week, the children agreed that this would need to be 

someone who is thoughtful, responsible, respectful, a good listener, kind and considerate. 

We have asked the children to think about whether they would like to apply to be a class rep, 

here is what they will need to do to apply:  

•Write a short statement about why they would like to be class rep 

•State how they think they show the qualities they have said the class rep needs to have 

•Bring their statement in to their teacher on Monday and put their name on it 

The teachers will then read out the statements anonymously to their class. Children will have 

a blind vote for the statement which they think will give them the best person as class rep. 

The child with the highest number of votes will be the class rep and the person in second 

place will be their deputy. 

SPSA meeting 

Tuesday 8th February at 8pm  

in The Red Lion, Cassington. 

All welcome! 

http://www.wisegal.com/news/144-draw-a-dog-draw-a-dog-a-competition-for-children-in/
http://www.wisegal.com/news/144-draw-a-dog-draw-a-dog-a-competition-for-children-in/
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Chicken Run Building 

Many thanks to all the chicken leader families who came to help build 

the chicken run on Saturday. We will get the coop built during next 

week. Hopefully then it won’t be long until we can welcome rescue 

hens from the British Hen Welfare Trust! 
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Maths 
Since coming back to school after the Christmas break, during the first half of 
the week we have worked on addition, subtraction, multiplication, division 
and fractions. At first the children found fractions a tricky concept, however, 
they have all worked really hard and now have good knowledge of how to find 
fractions of amounts, objects and shape. It’s great to see that the children are 
all really keen to use the methods we have already learnt in class. In our 
Thursday and Friday Maths lessons, we have been learning about money. The 
children have done a great job at recognising the value of different coins and 
notes. Year 1 children have focused on being able to count out the coins   
needed to buy particular items and have been able to show different amounts 
of money using a variety of combination of coins. The main coins they have 

used have been 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s however they have also made use of 20ps and 
50ps. This unit has given us some good practice at counting in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s 
which the children have done brilliantly at. The Year 2 children have worked with 
both coins and notes to show different amounts of money. They have done really 
well at adding up amounts of money and latterly have been able to find amounts 
of change. In doing this, Year 2 children have thought about the methods that 
they use for working a subtraction sentence. They have jumped back on a      
number line and on a hundred square. The children have applied some good   
reasoning, being able to explain how they know an answer is either right or 
wrong as well as explaining how they worked it out. We are coming to the end of 
our unit on money and will shortly be starting some work on statistics (tally charts 
and pictograms etc). I am sure the children will keep their money skills honed by 
keeping track of any coins that they collect in their piggy banks at home! 
  
 
Whole Class Reading and Big Write 
‘Peter Pan and Wendy’ is one of the stories we have used during Whole Class Reading.  We started in week one by 
reading the first chapter of our book, then predicting what would happen next. The children had some very                
imaginative ideas! For the following 2 weeks work we read the 2nd and 3rd chapter and we then used our                
comprehension skills. The children wrote the key points of the story so far in the order they happened. We have been 
using the story There’s a Tiger in the Garden in our Literacy lessons at the end of the week, recently. The children 
worked hard to produce a book review of the story, considering whether they would recommend it to a friend and 
why. Oak class have been working really hard on their writing skills this term. They wrote excellent descriptions of the 
main character Nora from There’s a Tiger in the Garden. Keeping with the tiger theme, last week, the children wrote 
the most fantastic descriptive sentences based on this image of a tiger. They had some fabulous ideas comparing the 
eye of the tiger to a crystal or a marble. The children wrote their own similes to describe the colour of the tiger’s fur or 
its whiskers. Their imaginations really were on fire last Friday! Here are some snippets of the descriptions that children 
in Oak class wrote: 

Oak Class 

“The tiger’s orange fur looks like a shot from the sun. The black 
fur is as black as wood that’s been burnt in a fire that has gone 
out.”  
 

“The eye is as green as a crystal I have seen before. She has 
whiskers as pointy as a needle.” 
 

“The tiger has glaring green eyes.”  
 

“He has petrifying eyes.”  
 

“His glassy eye is fierce.” 
 

“He has green terrifying eyes, teeth and gleaming eyes.”  
 

“A tiger has petrifyingly magnificent eyes a bit like a marble.”  
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Oak Class 
R.E 

In our R.E lessons this term we are thinking about New Year celebrations and whether they are 
important or not. At the very start of the term the children thought about some of their hopes 
for 2022 along with some new things they were going to aim for this year. I wonder how many of 
those new resolutions are still intact five weeks on? We have been finding out about the Jewish 
festival of Rosh Hashanah which is a celebration of a new year. The children created their own 
information hotspots of key words associated with Rosh Hashanah. We collated these in our 
class reflection book. When finding out about the food that is eaten at Rosh Hashanah the chil-
dren had a go at making some sweet white bread, in the style of challah bread. The children ex-
pertly mixed and kneaded the dough before forming it into a circular shape roll. You might want 
to ask anyone in Oak class why the challah bread made at Rosh Hashanah is in the shape of a 
circle. I’m sure they could tell you! The children were very keen to make some extra challah 

bread to share with Emily and Mr Jeffries! Whilst making the bread, there were many requests from the children for 
them to be able to make some for their brothers and sisters at home. Oak class are always thinking of others! 

Science 
In Science this term our topic is Animals including Humans. We have focused particularly 
on Humans, how we change as we grow as well as what our five senses are. We have 
thought about the basic needs of humans and animals and discussed what else we need 
other than food, water and air to be happy and healthy. Thinking about the basic needs 
of animals, the children have designed a home for a pet that would provide everything 
that it needs. Next week, we are going to have our Busy Time in Science where there are 
several different activities for the children to choose, all based on our learning about 
animals and humans. One of the activities will be making a model of their design for a 
pet home, so be   prepared for some wonderful creations to be coming home next Friday! 

  
 

 Art 
The standard of the Art this term has been absolutely amazing! We have work on 
pencil sketching and using our scientific eye again. The children have also used 
clay and paint this term so far. This week we have ventured to the swamp to start 
an exciting Art project called ‘A Year in Nature’ we have spent time taking in the        
environment around the swamp and taken that back to produce some work using 
collage.  

 
English  
During our English lessons, we have worked really hard on how instructions are put together. 
The order key features of instructional text should be written and how to make instruction 
writing more interesting by adding a hook line or leading question. We have written some  
brilliant instructions on ‘How to make a Pirate drink’ the children have had some fabulous     
ideas about what to include in our ingredients. 
 

Topic 
In our topic lessons we have been concentrating on historical events and the seven continents. 
We have used a compass to find directions on a map and also drawn our own maps with a key. 
The children have also learnt facts about pirates and the ships they sailed.  
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Oak Class  
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Oak Class Art Work 
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Art Competition Winner 

Thank you for all of your amazing entries! 

The quality of the entries was phenomenal and it was impossible to 

choose a winner. To make it fair we had a blind vote amongst staff and 

the result was incredibly close. 

The winning picture by 2 votes was 

Freddie Peasley 

Finding Our Way 

Developing our spiritual life together. 



 

9 

Book Reviews 
Our Book Review winners for this fortnight! 

Please encourage your child to submit a book review (or as many as they want!) When 

they bring in a book review, their name goes into a hat and each week Mr Jeffries will 

draw names to win a book. 

If they would like to join in, please see www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/reading/ where you can 

download book review forms. We  also have some printed out in our Reception. 

 We have special book review forms for Apple Tree, however, their review could also be a 

picture or a short video uploaded to tapestry.  

http://www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/reading/
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Minds That Learn 

Twitter -  

@mindsthatlearn  

Instagram 

Facebook -  

Minds That Learn  

 

We would love for you take part in this project! 

1. Talk to your child about what hobby/activity in their life teaches them the most. 

2. Choose a picture of your child doing something outside of school that really captures a bit of their               
personality/hobby etc.  This can be non-identifiable if you wish i.e. can be with your child’s back to the   
camera. 

3. Find a quote from a famous person (or make up your own!) that fits the picture and gives the appropriate 
message (just google ‘famous inspirational quotes’, for example) 

4. OR you could find a quote first that resonates with them then find a picture that shows this 

5. Send this to: mindsthatlearn@st-peters.oxon.sch.uk  

We will feature these in the newsletter (once a fortnight), add it to our Twitter, Instagram and Facebook pages  
and also update the ‘Minds that Learn’ section on the website. 

Example quotes you could use: 

The time is always right to do what is right (Dr Martin Luther King, Jr) 

I attribute my success to this; I never gave or took any excuse (Florence Nightingale) 

The most effective way to do it, is to do it (Amelia Earhart) 

He who is not courageous enough to take risks will accomplish nothing in life (Muhammed Ali) 

Whatever fear I have inside me, my desire to win is always stronger (Serena Williams) 

https://twitter.com/mindsthatlearn?s=20
https://twitter.com/mindsthatlearn?s=20
mailto:mindsthatlearn@st-peters.oxon.sch.uk
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Information 

Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

Oxfordshire County Council’s Road Safety Team are constantly looking to improve the safety of child          
pedestrians and so are reviewing the advice and guidance we provide to parents and carers. 
 

To help us achieve this, we are evaluating the effectiveness of the Footsteps (Child Pedestrian safety advice 
for parents / carers) programme and would like parents and carers to help by completing an online         
questionnaire. 
 

If you would like to keep your child safer on our roads, please visit Walking with children | 365Alive   where 
you can download a copy of the Footsteps leaflet to provide you with guidance to support your child in      
becoming a safer and, eventually, an independent pedestrian. 
 

Once you have downloaded the Footsteps guide, the link to the survey can be found further down the page, 
please click on the link to complete the short questionnaire which will then help us to keep all children safer.   
 

Thank you. 
 

Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service Road 
Safety Team 

http://www.365alive.co.uk/cms/content/walking-children
mailto:martin.perrett@dolce.co.uk
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Madison Winstone-

Wagerfield 

Henry Dixon 

Petra Skinner 

Elijah Cooke 
Tyler Pollard  

Hania Koper 

Lucas Cox 
Lila Batt 

Ffion Jones 

Karys Taylor 
Jess Delafield 

Jack Armitage 

Lorelai Taylor, Flora van der Hoorn, Karys Taylor 

Awards of the Week  

If your child has an award below, you are invited to join us online 

for our Celebration  Assembly next Friday at 9 o’clock. We will 

email you a link next week. 

Resilience 

Star Awards 
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A Message From Mr Jeffries 
Dear Parents/Carers,  

We have been incredibly lucky in having two guests recently for our People Who Inspire Us project.  Last     

Friday we had Stew Thompson from the village coming to talk to the children about the importance of the 

new school pond and his passion for nature and biodiversity.  On Monday we had Perrin Hatwell who came to 

talk to us about the life of a showman, the commitment involved, and the need to turn your hand to anything 

when needed.  Both guests gave the children much pause for thought in sharing their life experiences and the 

values that it requires to be successful in what ever you choose to do.  See the newsletter and website for the 

posters with our guests key messages.  

In thinking about how children keep themselves safe online, we are going to have a big push in raising     

awareness on internet safety.  The pandemic has resulted in many people spending more time online and we 

need to ensure our knowledge as a school, parents, children and whole community keep pace with this.  We 

are looking to do this in as informative and fun way as possible – there will be more information on this soon 

and we hope you will embrace the opportunities that will arise.   

The Pupil Leadership Groups are starting to build up a head of steam with their plans for the rest of the year:  

• St Peter’s Chicken Group - have now built their run (a big thank you to Stella + Mum, Dad and Archie, Oliver 

+ Dad and Maya and Lila + Dad and Mum for the lovely cakes which kept us going last Saturday!),   

• Events Team - have now planned for an Easter egg hunt and a summer picnic and reading event. 

• Climate Change Group – have planned an assembly to raise awareness of the pond and are considering 

how best to use and monitor the area  

• Charity Leaders – have some great ideas to raise money for the school charity, Marine Conservation        

Society  

• Happiness and Wellbeing Leaders – are organising a calm place for playtimes and are going to introduce a 

‘happy box’  

• St Peter’s Fish Group – are going to look at how to improve the environment in the tank and buy more 

fish!  

• Cool Climateers – well, what haven’t they been doing!?  They have so much energy, passion and                

enthusiasm! They are monitoring our energy use and taking action to reduce our carbon footprint and 

food waste.  

The groups will share more information themselves in due course. 

Warmest wishes, 

Jon Jeffries 
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Important Dates 
Please see the website for more information - https://www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/diary 

 

FEBRUARY 

Tuesday 8th    SPSA meeting  -  8pm at The Red Lion  -  All welcome! 

Wednesday 9th    Oak Class Pirate Day! 

Monday 21st    HALF TERM 

Monday 28th   Term 4 starts 
 

MARCH 

Friday 4th    Stay & Play for 0-4yrs in Apple Tree. £3 per family. 

Monday 7th    Height and Weight measuring - Year 6 & Reception 

Friday 18th    RED NOSE DAY 

Tuesday 29th   Maple trip to Chedworth Roman Villa 
 

APRIL 

Friday 1st    Stay & Play for 0-4yrs in Apple Tree. £3 per family. 

Friday 1st    iRock concert 

Monday 4th    Maple Class Play 

Tuesday 5th    Maple Class Play 

Friday 8th    1:15pm finish for EASTER HOLIDAYS 

CAR PARKING 

As a reminder, please do not park on the grass or on the bend by the chequers 

pub when dropping off or collecting your children. If there is                                

no space in the village hall car park or in the layby on the                                    

road, there is usually lots of space in Bell lane. This is                                            

just down the footpath by the school. If  you aren’t                                                             

sure where, please ask Emily. 

https://www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/diary


 

15 



 

16 



 

17 

Safeguarding (from Childnet) 
Young people are growing up in a world where technology has always been present for 

them, which can have a positive and negative impact on their lives  

Digital wellbeing is about how the internet and technology can make us feel.                                            

This includes recognising the impact being online can have on: 

• Our emotions, 

• Mental health and wellbeing 

• Physical health and wellbeing.  

Technology and the internet should be there to enhance and simplify our lives rather than be a cause of distraction, worry or upset. 

However, not all online experiences are positive for young people, and this can have a negative impact on how they feel about 

themselves, their friendships and relationships and even how they see the wider world.  

 

What impacts digital wellbeing? 

Any negative online experience could impact a young person’s digital wellbeing, but there are some issues that young people tell us 

are more likely to shape how going online makes them feel. 

Digital drama 

Falling outs and disagreements within friendships and relationships can often be seen as part of growing up but when these occur 

online they can become more complicated. The ambiguity of the internet and the fact that we cannot see someone’s facial          

expression or hear their tone of voice can mean that messages and posts are misunderstood.  

Desire to ‘fit in’  

This could be pressure to look a certain way, receive a large number of likes or follows or even pressure to watch and engage with 

content they may not be comfortable with. For example, on social media young people may encounter highly edited images which 

portray an aspirational look or lifestyle which are often refered to as ‘goals’. The pressure to conform to these ‘goals’ could leave a 

young person feeling negatively about themselves and their achievements.  

Distressing content  

Unfortunately, not all online content is positive and some can have a worrying impact on the digital wellbeing of young people.   

This content could include upsetting news stories, adult websites like pornography or gambling, discriminatory content or           

messages or content which promotes self harm or eating disorders. Depending upon the nature of what they have seen sometimes 

it can be difficult for a young person to reach out for help in understanding what they have seen for fear of judgement or              

embarrassment.  

Screen time and healthy balance  

It is likely that young people may engage with technology and the internet for extended periods of time every day/ week. This     

extended use of the internet has been reported to leave young people more likely to worry about how long they are spending 

online and what they have seen. It has also been linked to a sense of loneliness amongst young people. When it comes to using 

technology and the internet it all comes down to quality and not quantity, meaning that we should focus on making our use         

purposeful, and strike a healthy balance between online and offline experiences.  
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Safeguarding (from Childnet) 
Top tips for parents and carers 

 Talk about how going online can impact our emotions 

Make this a regular habit and try to check-in with young people after they’ve spent time 

on their devices. 

 Use wellbeing tools 

For example, lots of devices and platforms offer tools to support digital wellbeing. You may also be able to turn off    

notifications for apps or use ‘mute’ or ‘do not disturb’ modes. Visit the useful links below for more ideas.  

 Model healthy behaviour, set boundaries and routines 

It is important that young people see adults using technology in a healthy way so model this in your own behaviour. 

Using a Family Agreement or establishing a clear routine for younger children can also help set clear boundaries about 

meaningful use of technology. 

 Sign post to appropriate support 

It’s important that young people know who they can turn to for support, whether this is a trusted adult at home or 

school or by contacting a helpline. 

 Stay informed 

It’s also important that you know what to do or where to go for help if ever your child does need help with something 

that is worrying or upsetting them online. Visit our help page for parents and carers for more advice, support and       

reporting routes. 

 

Conversation starters 

• What do you like to use technology for? How does it help you? 

• What things make you happy when you use technology? 

• What things worry you/ make you unhappy/angry/sad when using technology? 

• What would you do if something online upset you? What advice would you give to someone else in this situation? 

• How do you think your use of technology impacts your wellbeing? Good or bad? 

Useful Links 

https://www.childnet.com/resources/family-agreement
https://www.childnet.com/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/
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If you are nice to others, positive ripples 

spread  By Isla E 

 
 

This is the big question that we talked about in collective worship this week. 

How about having a discussion about it at home? 

 

How can we show pride in ourselves? 

 
 

Friendship 

 
 

 

Resilience  

 

This is about collaboration and working together. Your children will recognise these posters from their 

class.  You may find these useful to use at home and to help reinforce what we are doing in school. 
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