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Willow Class performing ‘The Jungle Book’. 

Have a very happy, sunny & safe summer. To those of you not returning we wish 
you all the best for your future. To everyone else, we’ll see you on                       

Monday 4th September at 8:30am! 



 

2 

 

Important News 

Wednesday AŌer School 

On Wednesday aŌernoon, when the children finish, 
there will be an ice-cream van outside the school 

gates (so please remember to bring some pennies if 
your child would like one!) 

 There will also be a bouncy castle in the Red Lion   
  garden (weather permiƫng) and the Year 6s will be 

 having a BBQ and games at school. 

Wednesday is Friendship Day 

The Pupil Voice Leadership Group are organising a Friendship Day on 
Wednesday 19th July - on this date everyone can come in                             

non-school uniform!   

YEAR 6s 

Could all year 6s please bring in their sweatshirts to wear at the 

end of term service on Wednesday, and so we can take photos of 

your child leaving in their uniform!  

Also, please make sure that they have a change of clothes and a 

towel for the water fight, and also a spare school uniform shirt if 

they want them to get it signed at the end of the day. 

Just to clarify—parents are invited to the leaver’s service (in church at 9:15) and to 

take photos as the year 6s leave through ‘the arch’ at 1:15pm. The water fight and 

BBQ is children (and staff) only. They will still need lunch as usual! 
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The Jungle Book - Willow Class 



ST PETER'S CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
The Green, Cassington, Oxfordshire. OX29 4DN 
E-mail: office.3651@st-peters.oxon.sch.uk   Tel: 01865 880443 

Website: www.st-peters.oxon.sch.uk 
Headteacher: Mr Jon Jeffries 

Governor NewsleƩer  -  End of Summer Term 2023 
 

Welcome to the end of summer term newsleƩer for this academic year, especially to the new families that have 
joined our fantasƟc school. As governors, we support the school to ensure that it conƟnues to be the best        
educaƟon for all our children. We are always happy to hear your views. 

We firmly believe in our school vision and values and aims. We are confident that these will ensure the school will conƟnue to provide 
an excellent educaƟon and to enable the children to flourish intellectually and spiritually. 

 

St Peter’s Day: 

We hope you all enjoyed the event to celebrate St Peters Day, and 50 years of St Peter’s school, with the children          
parƟcipaƟng in plays and country dancing, and joining Rev Duncan Fraser in performing the school song. We            
celebrated the event with current pupils and staff and were delighted that a previous St Peter’s headteacher and 
teachers were able to aƩend and share their memories from many years ago. 

We also celebrated our new St Peter’s Rock Garden, which represents our values wheel. Thank you to new governor    
Helen Barr for leading on this project. 

 

A Busy Year 

The 50th anniversary of the school has coincided with the 900 years of St Peter’s Church, our Ofsted inspecƟon in November and our 
SIAMS InspecƟon in March. 

It is therefore fiƫng to reflect on where we are now as a school, and to revisit a few of the many highlights from the reports.  

There are clear messages and themes in both reports. Through our vision and values, our hope for the children is that they look beyond 
themselves and are advocates for change, so they feel empowered to help shape a kind and caring world. From the quotes in both  
reports it is clear that the children do this excepƟonally well. 

Ofsted Quotes 

Pupils develop into responsible ciƟzens. 

Children say they are “change makers” and rightly are very proud of their endeavours. 

Pupils take on leadership roles such as pupil voice and chicken leaders. 

Pupils organise school events, raise money for charity and iniƟate change. 

SIAMS Quotes 

The dynamic curriculum provides rich opportuniƟes for pupils to explore their own spirituality and look beyond themselves. 

Pupils use their wisdom to be advocates of change in their local area and show they have ‘hearts that love’. 

Pupils undertake many projects for others, oŌen iniƟated by themselves. 

Pupils encounter resilience and courage by meeƟng a wide range of visitors who have overcome barriers in life. This has a powerful, 
aspiraƟonal impact on everyone at the school. 
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The Governing Body:  

ExecuƟve Headteacher: Mr Jon Jeffries 
Staff Governor: Mr Rob Miles 
Clerk: Jonathon Smith 
Chair of Governors & Co-Opted Governor: Anne Armitage 
Vice Chair: Jan MacDonald 
Parent Governors: Hannah Want, Ed Black, MaƩ Dixon. 
FoundaƟon Governors: Duncan Fraser, James Paulin, Helen Barr 
Trust Appointed Governor: Iain Horner 
 

Introducing our new Governors: 

Helen Barr 

I became a Governor of St Peter’s in March 2023. I have lived in Cassington for nearly twenty years and have been              
volunteering at the school to help with reading and aŌer school club. Most of my working life has been spent at the           
University of Oxford as a Professor of English Language and Literature where I was also Vice Principal at a college and Head  
of Welfare. I am a qualified counsellor and have worked at the University Student Counselling Services. While I sƟll write  

professionally, I am pleased to have more Ɵme for classical music, swimming, cycling, cooking, and dog walking. I am interested in all the 
arts and have followed football and tennis since I was ten. I deeply admire the vision and values of St Peter’s School and I look forward to 
helping out in any ways that might be useful.  

MaƩ Dixon 

I have three children at St Peter’s, who all started in Apple Tree class. It has been a privilege to see how the school’s          
nurturing and values-led environment – the place, the staff, and the wider community – has developed them and their 
peers.  

 I have worked for many years as a business and technology adviser in the finance, soŌware and media sectors, including in 
educaƟon. Before that I studied English and Modern Languages, and from an early age I have also maintained a keen interest in maths and 
compuƟng. I am passionate about these subjects and how educaƟon, especially in the early and primary years, lays the foundaƟon for 
sƟmulaƟon and fulfilment throughout life. 

In my spare Ɵme I enjoy the garden, being otherwise outdoors, and spending Ɵme with friends and family. 
 

Update regarding Mr Jeffries’ ExecuƟve Headteacher role: 

Mr Jeffries is currently acƟng in ExecuƟve Headteacher role between St Peter’s and Fritwell.  This is a supporƟve role in the interim while 
Fritwell go through the academy conversion process to join the EPA, with a scheduled compleƟon date of 1st October ’23.  We will update 
you further upon compleƟon of the conversion process. 
 

Key development acƟons for next year: 

· Maths mastery embedded across the school. 
· Work on behaviour and aƫtudes through growth mindset 
· Sharing messages in collecƟve worship with parents through the newsleƩer 
· Developing the curriculum for and raising the profile of art, DT, and compuƟng 
 

Thank you 

As a governing body, we would like to thank all the children and staff at St Peters for making this the wonderful school that it is, and for all 
their hard work over this past academic year. 

We would also like to thank the SPSA for all their dedicated hard work in raising funds for the school, enabling the children to aƩend school 
trips, and providing for other items needed for the school. 

Our thanks also go to all the all the volunteers that support the school, and the parents and carers for all their support and dedicaƟon to 
making St Peter’s the wonderful community it is. 

Finally, farewell to all year 6 pupils, their parents, and carers, and thank you for all that you have contributed to the school community. 

We wish you a lovely summer holiday, and Ɵme with your family and friends, and we look forward to the new September term.  
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iRock Concert 

Tennis— hƩps://clubspark.lta.org.uk/
ExcelTennisAcademy/BookCourse/7a761ad9-9556-

4176-be0b-5306950af469 Thursdays from 3:15 to 4pm 
for 6 weeks, starƟng on  14th September. 

Judo— hƩps://www.oxfordshirejudo.com/clubs      
Fridays from 7:45 to 8:30am 

Football— hƩps://app.joinin.online/#/app/joinin/
organisaƟon/shop/aaeec8d2-e9aa-4d46-952f-

27fffe2bf642 Mondays from 3:15—4pm 

 

 

Links for Sports next term 

Click here to book! 

hƩps://www.oxfordshirejudo.com/summer-course 
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Please see the website for more information - https://www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/diary 

JULY 

Wednesday 19th -   Celebrating friendship day—NON-UNIFORM DAY 

Wednesday 19th -   Leavers / End of term service in Church at 9:15am. Parents welcome. 

Wednesday 19th -   End of term  -  1:15pm 

SEPTEMBER 

Friday 1st -      INSET DAY 

Friday 1st -      EYFS Stay & Play for Reception children, from 2pm-3pm 

Monday 4th -     Term starts 

Wednesday 13th & Thursday 14th - Bikeability training for some of the year 6s 

Monday 18th & Tuesday 19th -  Bikeability training for the remaining year 6s 

A Message From Mr Jeffries 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Another academic year comes to an end!  We will miss the children (and families) who are moving on from            
St Peter’s this year and wish you all the best for the future.  Don’t be a stranger - it is always lovely to hear how 
you are doing so please do come along to St Peter’s events and say hi! 
 
It has been a wonderful year for the school and there have been so many highlights. It is down to the incredible 
hard work and dedicaƟon of the staff and children alongside the fantasƟc support from families and governors; 
together, the whole community makes a very special team. 
 
In terms of achievement, in raw data terms, we can be very proud: 
 
EYFS Good Level of Development: 92% 
Year 1 phonics Screening 87% 
KS1 Reading (71%), WriƟng (65%), Maths (71%) 
Year 4 mulƟplicaƟon check: 100% 
KS2 Combined (Children being at the expected standard in reading, wriƟng and maths) 80%. Compared with 58% 
naƟonally. 
 
A truly amazing year – everyone certainly deserves a good rest! 
 
Thank you as always to the SPSA and all the parental help we have had this year.  We couldn’t have put on some of 
the events without your help and the community support for Bike Night was immense! 
  
Hopefully we will see a return of some sunshine and you make some wonderful summer memories with your    
families. 
 
With very best wishes, 
  
Jon Jeffries 
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Cassington 900 Promenade Play                

     
To celebrate the 900 years of Cassington history, The Cassington Players are planning 

to produce and perform a new play  

DATE: Sunday 10th September 2023 5.00pm – 7.00pm 

One scene will involve a Victorian School and we are inviting any St Peter’s children 

who would like to be in the play, to get in touch. (Grown ups are also welcome!) 

We will then meet at the start of term for a (very short) rehearsal period! 

The Cassington promenade play will involve 5 short scenes (approx. 20 mins) set in 

different locations around the village. The audience will move from scene to scene and 

will access the story at different places simultaneously. The play will culminate in the 

Village Hall before heading back to church for a BBQ and music. 

Everyone is welcome to get involved 

We are holding a launch meeting on Friday 21st July at 7.30pm in   

Cassington Village Hall if you would like to pop along.  

Tickets and further information will be announced soon. 

If you or your child would like to be part of this project, we would love to hear from 

you.  Please email: dreamstudios@hotmail.co.uk or speak to                          

Mandy or Lorna 
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Book Reviews 
Our Book Review winners for this fortnight! 

 

Please encourage your child to submit a book review. When they bring in a book review, 
we will choose informative and well presented book reviews (age/ability appropriate!) to 
be winners that week.  We will now be prioritising children who have not won before to   

receive a book.  
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