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7 Friday 9th December 2022 

 

Office.3651@st-peters.oxon.sch.uk 

 

01865 880443 

 

www.st-petersoxon.co.uk 

We would like to 

say a BIG thank you 

to Cassington 

Nurseries who     

donated a        

Christmas Tree for 

our entrance hall. 
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Information 

Christmas Cards 

 If your child wants to send 

Christmas cards to their friends 

in school,  the school 

Christmas post box 

is by the Christmas 

Tree outside the 

office. 

Vision & Values -  Children’s independent reflections 

Starting School—RECEPTION ADMISSION SEPTEMBER 2023 
 

 It’s now time to apply for children to start in Reception for September 2023. Please apply online 

at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions as this is the easiest and most secure way of applying. All    

the information needed to make your application is available on the admissions website.  

The closing date of Reception applications is 15th January 2023, and the National offer date is 17th April 

2023.  The 15th January closing date is extremely important, as late applications will not be considered until May 

2023 after the first offers have been made.  Parents who make a late application are less likely to be offered a 

place at their preferred school.   

It is PARENTS responsibility to make an application. It is not something that we as a school can do for you,          

although we can obviously help if needed. Please speak to Emily if this is the case. 

If anybody has access to 

any more woodchip, the  

chickens would greatly   

appreciate them! With all of 

this heavy 

rain, their 

run has 

turned into 

a bit of a 

quagmire! 

Thank you 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions
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Oak Class 
Recently, in our Maths lessons we have been working on measuring the length and height of objects. 

We have had lots of practical opportunities to measure the things around us in our classroom. Year 1 

have been measuring objects with cubes and bead strings and have been great at using the words 

longer, shorter, taller, smaller to compare the height and length of different objects. Year 2 have 

been refining their measuring skills, becoming much more accurate at using a ruler to measure to the 

nearest centimetre. They wrote some really good instructions for measuring accurately with a ruler.   

We have now moved on to learn about telling the time. Year 1 are working on ordering events in 

chronological order using the words before, next, then. They will soon be moving onto thinking 

about the days of the week and months of the year. Year 2 have been getting stuck into the tricky 

task of telling the time on an analogue clock. I have been really impressed with how much they have 

remembered from last year. Currently, we are focusing on being really accurate when drawing the 

time at half past the hour. They are doing a great job at making sure the hour hand is halfway          

between the two numbers on the clock. Do grab any opportunities at home to keep practicing telling 

the time on an analogue clock. It is a tricky concept and becomes increasingly so as we move onto 

quarter past and quarter to the hour times. However, we are always up for a challenge in Oak Class! 

In our Science lessons, we have been developing our knowledge of everyday materials whilst also 

considering some significant inventions by scientists in the past. We are currently learning about the 

invention of wind turbines. In class, we had a really interesting discussion about the things we use 

which require energy and where that energy comes from. We found out about the invention of wind 

turbines. Did you know that they date all the way back to an ancient Greek scientist? We considered 

the benefits and drawbacks of wind power. We have been trying to work like real scientists, thinking 

of questions that we could investigate about wind turbines. Initial discussions suggested that some 

might ask “what if the arms of the wind turbine are made of a different material?”. Others thought of 

ways in which the wind turbines could be designed so that they do not disturb any birds in the area. 

In RE we have been working on our first Understanding Christianity unit. We spent a bit of time    

looking at the big frieze panels which tell the story of the Bible. The children gave some very             

insightful responses to the details that they could see in the frieze panels and links that they could 

make to stories in the Bible. Look out for the frieze panels on the wall in the school hall. The Christian 

concept that we have been thinking about this term is Incarnation. Although it’s a tricky concept, the 

children gave some amazing descriptions of what they thought incarnation means. Our big question 

has been “Why does Christmas matter to Christians?”. We looked at the details of the Christmas    

story from the gospel of Luke, in the Bible. The children were particularly good at picking out details 

from the story which showed how extraordinary Jesus. Some Year 2 children also looked for clues 

about Jesus in the words of the Christmas song – A Calypso Carol. As always, I’ve been bowled over 

by the ability of Oak Class to think deeply and respectfully through our RE lessons this term.  

As ever it has been a busy term, but the children have been doing us proud with their hard work. The 

children are currently very much throwing themselves into rehearsals for the Oak class nativity. 

They have all been doing a superb job and are in fine voice! We can’t wait to perform it for you in    

just a few weeks! 
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Christmas Challenges 

1- Christmas card winners (3 from each class) are:  

Apple: Jasper, Nellie, Elsie-Rose, Oak: Kai, Phoebe K, Masa, Maple: Teddy C, Sasha, Florence,      

Willow: Leila, Lorelai & Flora 

2 - Christmas decoration winners are: 

Apple: Esme G. Oak: Nika. Maple: Ffion. Willow: Lucas C 
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Christmas Challenges 

5 - Christmas machine winners are: 

Apple: Emily Oak: Teddy M. Maple: Ivy  

6 - Christmas hat winners are: 

Apple: Nellie, Elsie-Rose Oak: Tommy Maple: Hania, Poppy Willow: Lexi 

7 - Christmas joke / tongue-twister winners are: 

Apple: Arthur, Zak B, Coco, Zara Oak: Isla, Beau, Arthur P Maple: Julia, Hania, Phoebe                  

Willow: Osian, Daniel, George R 

8 - Christmas biscuit winners are: 

Apple: Emily, Tommy Oak: Arthur P, Caron Maple: Hania Willow: Isla, Flora 

9 - Christmas poem winners are: 

Oak: Teddy P Maple: Teddy C Willow: Lila, Lexi, Karys 
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A Message From Mr Jeffries 
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School Dinners 

PLEASE remember to cancel school dinners if your child is absent from school 
for any reason, or if your child brings in a packed lunch. Unfortunately, if the 

kitchen cooks your child a lunch, you (or the school if your child gets free 
school meals) will still get charged. Thank you. 

Please see the website for more information - https://www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/diary 

 

Monday 12th  -   Willow Class to Yenworthy in Devon 

Tuesday 13th -  Apple Tree - Performance of Nativity story through singing - 9am 

Tuesday 13th -  Stay & Play in Apple Tree Class  -  2-3pm 

Wednesday 14th - Oak class play  -  1:30pm 

Thursday 15th  - Oak class play  -  6pm 

Friday 16th -  Apple Tree Class to see a Pantomime! (Thank you SPSA for funding this!) 

Friday 16th -  Willow class return from Yenworthy 7pm 

Monday 19th -  Christmas Jumper Day 

Monday 19th -  Christmas Dinner 

Tuesday 20th -  Christmas Service at Church  -  9:15am 

Tuesday 20th -  Term finishes at 1:15pm 

JANUARY 

Wednesday 4th - INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

Thursday 5th -  Term starts at 8:30am 

Information 

CAR PARKING 

As a reminder, please do not park on the grass or on the bend by the chequers pub 

when dropping off or collecting your children. If there is no space in the                                                   

village hall car park or in the layby on the road, there is usually lots                                                       

of space in Bell lane. This is just down the footpath by the                                                            

school. If  you aren’t sure where, please ask Emily. 

https://www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/diary
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Book Reviews 
Our Book Review winners for this fortnight! 

 

Please encourage your child to submit a book review (or as many as they want!) When they 

bring in a book     review, their name goes into a hat and each week Mr Jeffries will draw 

names to win a book. 
 

If they would like to join in, please see www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/reading/ where you can 

download book review forms. We  also have some printed out in our Reception. 

 We have special book review forms for Apple Tree, however, their review could also be a 

picture or a short video uploaded to tapestry.  

http://www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/reading/
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If we spread peace, peace will be returned -  

Thomas Andrews 

 
 

 

This is the big question that we talked about in collective worship this week. 

How about having a discussion about it at home? 
  

What examples of peace are there, from the  
Christmas tory? 

 
 

Peace 

 

Responsibility 

Your children will recognise these posters from their class.  You may find these useful to use at home and to help 

reinforce what we are doing in school. 
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The Sleep Charity 
At any given time up to 40% of adults and 50% of children (this rises to 80% with a SEND diagnosis) have      
difficulties with their sleep. Yet in a recent survey, almost 60% of adults felt there was a lack of support for 
sleep issues. Sleep problems can leave people feeling isolated and lonely. 
 
Our free helpline is run by trained sleep advisors, many 
of whom are specialists in working with SEND. We can 
talk to young people directly, or parents (we can also 
talk to adults, including older people, about their sleep 
issues). 
 
The helpline is open 5 times a week, Sunday, Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday evenings 7-9pm, and Wednesday 
mornings 9-11am. The number is 03303 530 541. 
 
You can read more here:  
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/national-sleep-helpline/ 
 

https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/national-sleep-helpline/
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