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Apple Tree Class thoroughly enjoyed the Story Museum this week! 
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Apple Tree Class 
Apple Tree have been having a lovely time listening to some classic tales 
during our ‘Once upon a timeÕ topic.  We have looked at some stories in 
more detail, thinking about the beginning, middle and end, and also        
exploring the characters and how 
they may be feeling.  They have     
created some pigs using paint and 
materials, collaged a beanstalk 
and had the opportunity to      
explore several sensory trays. 

They even became illustrators, just like our artist this 
term! They have learnt about Korky Paul, who illustrates 
books and then followed some drawing tutorials to draw 

their own book characters – they look amazing!   

As reception work towards their   
Nature skills certificate in Forest 
School we have been spending lots of 
time searching for insects, building 
some homes for them and noticing all 
the lovely fruit trees that have   
blossomed.  There have been lots of opportunities for planting, showing care  
for the minibeasts they find and baking in the mud kitchen.  

We have been fortunate to experience the Story Museum this week, and end our topic being 
fully immersed in the world of stories.  They listened to stories, imagined they were in space 
and explored imaginatively in the different small worlds set up there. It was a fantastic way to 
bring the world of stories to life for the children and was just magical!   



 

3 

Apple Tree Class 

We want to say a massive thank you to everyone who has helped or            
donated to any of our fundraising events since September last year. 

We raised an amazing £527.22 at the fundraiser, of which our chicken group and Oxfordshire 
Wildlife Rescue both get £263.61, and for the Dinosaur day, we raised a huge £97.75 

When we add that to the £106.30 that was raised earlier in the year for our Wildlife Day, we 

have managed to raise a massive £467.66 for Oxfordshire Wildlife Rescue. 

What an AMAZING job by our charity group, Tom, Tomas, Finley & Caron. THANK YOU! 

FUNDRAISING 
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Contacting Staff Outside School Hours 

Please remember that staff need to keep their private lives and professional lives separate. 

Nobody should be messaging staff and asking questions about school. This not only            

intrudes on staff ’down-time’, it can also put them in an uncomfortable position. 

If you have a query or a problem, the first port of call is usually your child’s class teacher.      

If it’s a query that Emily can help with, please email her at the office email address. If it is   

requesting term-time absence, please pick up a form from Emily in the first instance. If it’s 

something other parents can help with, then you will probably get answers on the St Peter’s 

Parents’ Facebook site. Thank you for your co-operation. 

Information 
Illness 

Could we please remind you all that we have a strict ‘48hour rule’ for children (or staff) who 
have vomiƟng and / or diarrhoea. In the EPA Trust’s ‘Control of InfecƟons policy’, it says: 

2.9.3. Any pupil who is unwell (VomiƟng and diarrhoea) should stay away from the School  
unƟl they have been symptom-free for at least 48 hours as set out in the current exclusion 

policy set out by Public Health England for schools. hƩps://www.publichealth.hscni.net      
Parents are asked to ensure that this happens.  

Please remember that this is 48 hours since their last bout of vomiƟng or diarrhoea, and it is 
there to protect other children and their families, as well as staff.                                   

Thank you for your co-operaƟon. 
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A Message from Mr Jeffries 
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Introductions 

As I step into the new and exciƟng role of Chaplaincy Lead for six church primary schools in the 
EPA, I have been invited to write a few words of introducƟon telling you something about    
myself and what I will be doing. 

Yorkshire born and bred, I moved to Oxford from the Outer Hebrides in September 2023, when 
my husband, a priest, took up the role of Sub Dean of Christ Church. Having met (as students) 
and married here, we have a strong sense of our lives coming full circle, and we are enjoying 
exploring the area from a different perspecƟve. We have two married sons, Thomas and David, 
and three grandchildren - the eldest, Micah, starts school in September. ‘Being Grandma’ is 
one of my favourite things, along with Scoƫsh islands, all things Japanese, daily early morning 
walks along the river to Iffley and back, and creaƟve endeavours with a needle and thread. 

A life-long teacher, having spent much of my Ɵme nurturing children’s musical development, I 
have increasingly felt drawn to encourage and support people in their spiritual development, and am currently exploring the 
possibility of ordained ministry through the Oxford Diocese.  

My ChrisƟan faith informs how I live each day, founded on the beliefs that God is faithful and that I am called to be faithful. 
As school chaplain I am a privileged guest in your community, serving not only the children, but all who surround them,    
including teachers and other staff members, parents and families. Much of my Ɵme will be spent   simply being present and 
available, coming alongside people of all faiths and none, helping them make sense of their lives and walking with them 
when things do not make sense. I am here for you - so I will be found as oŌen at the  school gate, in the playground or 
staffroom as I will be seen in a classroom, leading collecƟve worship or working with small groups in a designated prayer 
space.  

Whilst the work of a chaplain is an ‘all-souls’ ministry for the common good that is inclusive and invitaƟonal, I will also be 
helping each school live out its ChrisƟan vision to enable us to live life in all its fullness. As Ɵme goes on, this will  include 
working on specific projects and themed acƟviƟes, drawing in others from local churches and reaching out to the wider  
community – more anon... 

In the meanƟme, here is a list of where I will be when: 

 

I want to get to know everyone: please come and talk to me when you see me – that will be a great help! 

Every Blessing, 

Heather 

  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

8.30am – 11.45am Stanton Harcourt Hanborough Manor St Peter’s 
12.45pm – 4.00pm Standlake Freeland Fritwell 

I am absolutely thrilled to be starting at St Peter's this September! I have 
spent the past three years training at the University of Brighton, where I 
have undertaken three full time placements in the local area. I am         
passionate about creating a positive and inclusive environment where  
every pupil can thrive. Over the past three years, I have developed my 
teacher identity allowing me to be an influential figure in pupils learning. I 
cannot wait for this to blossom further at St Peter's! With a great interest in 
dance and drama, I highly look forward to bringing the learning to life by 
delivering an element of physicality to the classroom. This is an incredible 
opportunity and a brilliant way to start the career I am dedicated to        
pursuing. I wish you all a lovely summer term and summer holidays when 
the time arrives! I highly look forward to meeting you all in September.   

Miss Ryan 
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Permanent Cleaner required for St Peter’s School 
 

- 5 hours per day 
- 42 weeks per year 
- £11.44 per hour 

- Key holder position, starting any time after 4pm 
 

If you are interested, please email emilia.lipinska@atlasfm.com for more details. 

 
3:10pm  SchoolÊfinishes  
3:15pm—3:40pm Registration/Snack  
3:40pm—4:15pm Activities  
4:15pm—5:00pm Activities  
5:00pm—5:15pm TidyÊup  
5:15pm  AfterÊSchoolÊClubÊfinishes 
 
 

ThereÊwillÊbeÊotherÊoptionsÊforÊsnacks—freshÊfruitÊisÊalwaysÊavailable. 
 

Although we aim to stick to this timetable as much as possible, there may be occasions where we need 
to substitute food or activities, including the Forest School sessions.  

After School Club 
 Mondays 

Miss Akers   
Mrs Partridge 

Tuesdays 
Miss Akers     

Mrs Humphris 

Wednesdays 
Miss Akers     
Mrs Forest 

Thursdays 
Miss Akers     

Mrs Humphris 
Mrs Forest 

Fridays 
Miss Akers 
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June 24th: Your chance to help raise thousands for the school! 
The SPSA is at the starters’ line, revving up for Cassington’s annual Bike Night– and is looking for your 
help. 

Thousands of bikers from all round the country will rumble into the village on the aŌernoon of 24th 
June to spend a few hours meeƟng friends, marvelling at one another’s shining classics, lapping up the 
atmosphere and contribuƟng to what is the village’s, and the school’s, biggest fundraiser of the year. 

St Peter’s is lucky to have this event, which helps the SPSA raise the most of its money each year to 
support your children’s learning experience; helping to subsidise school trips, provide school equip-
ment and acƟviƟes, pay for the panto trips and lure the Easter bunny to the school each year. But it’s 
all down to parents volunteering their Ɵme to make it a success – and the children love being part of it 
all! 

How can you help? 
Barbeque: We run the BBQ outside the school and last year raised more than £3,000. We have hour 
long slots to fill: either flipping burgers, taking orders and payments, making up the buns or serving. If 
you can spare an hour (or more) please contact Lucy Brinicombe (Layla and Kai’s mum), and she’ll be 
flippin’ grateful. 

Cake stall: The cake stall is the sought-aŌer gem for bikers looking for a quiet moment to have a sweet 
treat and a cuppa, while marveling at the uniqueness of the whole event. CharloƩe Metcalf (Teddy 
and Jasper’s mum), is looking for people to serve – hour long slots again – and for your home bakes. 
Please let her know if you’re able to help, and please make sure that all cake donaƟons come with a 
list of   ingredients for any allergies. 

Bucket shaking: This is the perfect opƟon if your children will be with you because it is the only fund-
raising acƟvity where children can be involved (and help immensely by smiling sweetly). If you’re up 
for a spot of bucket shaking at strategic areas like the entrances of the car parks (like the school field) 
then please contact Ami Thomson (Zoe and Eddie’s mum), who is looking to fill hour slots too. 

Marshalling: If you fancy donning a high vis jacket and guiding the bikes to and from their parking  
spaces safely then the lovely Emily Lemaire (Emily in the office) is the person to go to. Again, one hour 
slots. If you’re really lucky you might even have a radio to speak in. Over. 

Helmet store: We are looking for someone to help with a rota for this so please get in touch with a 
member of the SPSA if you think you could help recruit volunteers. It’s a relaƟvely easy fundraiser,   
taking in bike helmets and storing them unƟl our leather-clad visitors return, having (hopefully) 
bought a burger, made a donaƟon, eaten some cake and arranged to come again next year. Again, we 
will need people to give an hour or so. 

Oh, and did we menƟon there’s a free burger and drink for all helpers? 

See you there and thanks very much! 
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AspiraƟon is the engine that drives your heart  -  
Teddy Metcalf 

 
 

AspiraƟon 

 

Resourceful 
 
 

 

Your children will recognise these posters from their class.  You may find these useful to use at home and to help 
reinforce what we are doing in school. 

 
 

When faced with a difficult problem, when                
should you give up? 
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Calendar 
PleaseÊseeÊtheÊwebsiteÊforÊmoreÊinformationÊ-Êhttps://www.st-petersoxon.co.uk/diary 

MAY 2024 

MondayÊ27th—FridayÊ31st  HALF TERM - School closed  

JUNE 2024 

TuesdayÊ4thÊ-  SPSAÊmeetingÊÊ-ÊÊ8pmÊinÊtheÊRedÊLion 

ThursdayÊ6thÊ-  Magical Day outÊÊ-ÊÊYearÊ5s 

WednesdayÊ12thÊ- AthleticsÊatÊBartholomewÊSchoolÊforÊMapleÊÊ11:30am—2:30pm 

FridayÊ14thÊ-  Sobell House Fun Run -  MoreÊdetailsÊtoÊcomeÊ 

MondayÊ17thÊ-  Festival of Voices 

TuesdayÊ18thÊ-  EPA Sports Day forÊKS2Ê-ÊAbingdon 

MondayÊ24thÊ-  EPA Commonwealth Games eventÊÊ-ÊÊBartholomewÊSchool 

MondayÊ24thÊ-  BIKE NIGHT  NoÊAfterÊSchoolÊClub 

TuesdayÊ25thÊ-  EPA Rugby Festival  -ÊÊMapleÊClassÊÊ-ÊÊ9am-12pm 

ThursdayÊ27thÊ- 3rdÊTransition day toÊBartholomewÊSchool 

JULY 2024 

TuesdayÊ2nd-  EPA Multisports  -ÊÊWillowÊÊ-ÊÊBartholomewÊSchool 

TuesdayÊ2ndÊ-  SPSAÊmeetingÊÊ-ÊÊ8pmÊinÊtheÊRedÊLion 

WednesdayÊ3rdÊ- StÊPeter’sÊSchoolÊSPORTS DAY! 

ThursdayÊ4thÊ-Ê YCT-1 MandarinÊÊ-ÊÊWillowÊclassÊÊ-ÊÊ1pm 

WednesdayÊ10thÊ- EPA Ultra Olympics  -ÊÊOakÊÊ-ÊBartholomewÊSchool 

TuesdayÊ16thÊ-  TripÊtoÊNatural History Museum  -ÊÊMapleÊClass 

WednesdayÊ17thÊ- WillowÊclassÊplay performance  -ÊÊ6pm 

ThursdayÊ18thÊ- WillowÊclassÊplay performance  -ÊÊ6pm 

FridayÊ19thÊÊ-  iRock concert  -ÊÊ2:15pm 

MondayÊ22ndÊ- End of year trips (Nursery/Reception & KS1/KS2) 

TuesdayÊ23rdÊ-  Leavers’ Service? 

END OF TERM!  

Please check these 
dates carefully! 

Unfortunately we 
have had to do some            
date-swapping to fit   

everything in! 
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Dear Parents and Pupils, 
  
The Excel Tennis Academy have holiday courses and term time sessions for children aged 4 - 18 years old and would love to 
have you join us. 
Our goal is to create opportunities for children and adults to play and learn tennis in accessible way as possible. 
 
Holiday Courses: 
The Excel Tennis Academy will be running our holiday courses in Witney in May half term, as well as across our other venues in 
the 6 weeks of the summer holidays. We have sessions for children aged: 4 - 7 , 8 - 10 and 11 - 16. All children are split into 
groups based on age and ability so that they all get a great experience and have fun whilst learning. 
Places are limited on our courses so please book early to avoid missing out. For more information or to book your place please 
visit our website using this link:  https://www.exceltennisacademy.co.uk/may-half-term-booking 
  
Junior Weekly Term Time Coaching: 
First Session for FREE - If you are new to the coaching program you can try out one of our weekly term time sessions for FREE. 
This gives you the chance to make sure you are happy before committing to starting lessons. We have sessions for all ages and 
abilities, running throughout the week and at weekends. We also have a great coaching package which offers pupils not just 
coaching but a lot more.  For more information on any of our weekly coaching sessions please visit our website using this 
link: https://www.exceltennisacademy.co.uk/juniors 
 
Adult tennis sessions: 
If you are a beginner, coming back to the game or have been playing tennis for years we have a session for you. We also have a 
brand new ‘Walking Tennis’ session we are running for adults with health issues, movement issue or just people who would like 
to play at a slower pace to regular tennis. All our sessions are available to book 
online and you can Pay and Play and attend when you are available.  
 

https://www.exceltennisacademy.co.uk/adult-termtimeweeklysessions 
 

For more information or to get involved please visit our website or    contact us for 
more information. 
 
Many thanks,  
 
Edward Large - Head Coach & Founder of the Excel Tennis Academy 
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Information 
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Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

Finally, the days are geƫng longer and the weather is beginning to improve, so hopefully in 
next week’s half term you and your children will be able to spend some Ɵme outdoors.  
 

Half term would be a great chance for you to use our Footsteps programme to begin to     
support your children in their journey to becoming safer, independent pedestrians and road 
users. 
 

Our Footsteps guide will give you some ideas of how to begin to support your child in          
developing the decision-making skills that will help them become a pedestrian able to keep 
themselves safer when they eventually walk to school or a friend’s home independently. 
 

If they are ill-prepared, children are more likely to be killed or injured in a road traffic            
incident, as seen by the fact that the number of child pedestrians injured rises significantly 
around 10 -12 years of age – the Ɵme at which they begin to go out unaccompanied by 
adults.  
 

The Footsteps programme is simple to use as it can be carried out in normal everyday           
situaƟons such as walking to school or to the local shops. Rather than telling children what   
to do, you are encouraged to ask lots of open quesƟons to make the children think about   
the decisions they are making. Making these decisions safely, while in the company of a    
supporƟng adult, will mean they will be beƩer prepared for dealing with roads and traffic 
once they begin going out on their own. 
 

Learning to cope with traffic is a pracƟcal skill, which can’t be learnt in the classroom. As    
parents / carers, you are the best people to help your child develop this knowledge as you 
spend the most Ɵme out and about with them.  
 

It is never too early to start talking to your child about road safety as, having a good             
understanding of road safety skills, could one day save their life. 
 

Please follow the link to the Footsteps guide Walking with children | 365Alive and start     
giving your children the skills and knowledge they will need to stay safer on our roads.  
 

Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service Road Safety Team 

Oxfordshire County Council  
 

 

In case the above link doesn’t 
work—this is the web address: 

hƩps://www.365alive.co.uk/
cms/content/walking-children 
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